
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Fourth Week of Lent   

(Week beginning Monday 28th March) 

This week through Project Compassion we learn 
about Rosalie, who lives with her husband and 
seven children in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Forced to join the army when she was 
just 15-years-old, Rosalie experienced 
significant trauma and hardship during her years 
in the military. After she was demobilised from 
the army, Rosalie, like other ex-combatants, was 
left to fend for herself in the community.  

With your generous support and through Caritas 
Australia's partners, the Catholic Agency for 
Overseas Development (CAFOD) and Caritas 
Bukavu, Rosalie was able to connect with other 
members of her community and participate in 
business skills training to help her to reintegrate 
into society. 

She joined a savings group which helped her 
with a loan to start her own small business 
selling second-hand shoes and natural 
remedies.  

“I can eat, dress, maintain my health and help others. My children study and manage to 
eat twice a day. I have learnt to work hand-in-hand with other members of the 
community. Really, there is more joy in sharing with others.” - Rosalie 

Watch a short film about Rosalie’s story here.  

Please support Project Compassion: lent.caritas.org.au 

 

The excitement is building, as we prepare for our School Athletics Carnival at Aberfeldie 
Park.  All students P-6 will participate in the carnival as part of a house team.  Holy 
Rosary has four house teams and all students are assigned to a different colour.  Each 
house team is named after a significant person of faith in the history of Holy Rosary 
School.  Our students have a reputation for their support and encouragement of each 
other at sport, and we strongly promote this. 

This Friday, all students are asked to attend school in their house colours as a way to 
help them to identify with their House Team and develop greater team spirit. In the 
morning, students in Year 3-6 will participate in a compulsory training session at JJ 
Holland Park.  

  

  

  Wednesday 

  30 March 2022 

  Term 1  Week 9 

 

1 April 

Colour Day 

Last day Easter Basket 

donation 

 

7 April  

Casual Clothes for 

Caritas 

 

8 April 

Last day of Term 1 

School Athletics 

 

15 April 

Good Friday 

 

17 April 

Easter Sunday 

 

25 April  

Anzac Day Public 

Holiday 

 

26 April 

1st day Term 2 

 

23 May 

School Closure Day 

 

27 May 

Trivia Night 

 

3-5 August 

Year 5/6 Camp 

 

3 and 4 October 

Year 3/4 Camp 

 

 

Photo: Arlette Bashizi /Caritas Australia 

Holy Rosary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and protection of all children in our care. 

 

https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/rosalie-story/
https://lent.caritas.org.au/


Our House Teams 

McAuley 
Our red house team is McAuley.  It's named after Catherine McAuley, the Irish lady who started the 
Sisters of Mercy.  She needed the Sisters to help her to teach the poor and nurse the sick.  Catherine 
inspired the work of the Mercy Sisters who opened Holy Rosary School.  Catherine said, "We should be 
shining lamps giving light to those around us. "  These words inspired our school song and we continue to 
wear the Mercy Cross on our uniform.  The very first principal of HR was Sister Clare Daly who began in 
1916. 
 
Sion 
Sion House, our green team, is named after the Sisters of Sion who were at Holy Rosary for a period of 
time.  The Sisters started their work teaching in France and they first came to Australia in 1890.  The 
Sisters of Sion define themselves as “women who help to heal a fractured world”.  They are well known for 
instilling a tradition of welcome and inclusion; important values for us at HR. 
 
MacKillop 
MacKillop House is our blue team, and it reminds us of Mary MacKillop.  Mary was born in Melbourne and 
was baptised at St Francis Church in the city.  She had a calling from God to teach the poorest and most 
remote children in Australia.  To help her important work, Mary established the Sisters of St Joseph, often 
called the Joeys.  Mary became famous for her words, “Never see a need without doing something about 
it.”  Her words remind us all to take action to help those who need us.  Mary’s work was very challenging 
and she inspires us to be resilient and to act with integrity, even when things are very tough.  Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop became Australia’s first saint. 

 
Hennessy 
Our yellow house team is Hennessy, in honour of Holy Rosary’s first Parish Priest, Father Aeneas Francis 
Hennessy who was born in 1860.  Holy Rosary Church was first opened in Derby St in 1902 but it didn’t 
become a Parish until 1915.  That’s when Father Hennessy left Lilydale and became Holy Rosary’s first 
Parish Priest.  He lived in Derby Street and moved to Gower Street in 1919.  The church was later 
demolished, and a new church opened, where it is now, in Gower Street in 1928.  Fr Hennessy died in 
1932 and is buried at the Melbourne Cemetery.  
 
Sausage Sizzle 
And don’t forget, our HR Social and Fundraising Group will have the bbq running on the day.  This is a 
great opportunity to buy a snack and support our fundraising efforts for 2022.  There will be sausages in 
bread, juice boxesand lolly snakes. 
 
Last week's School Advisory Council AGM 
Thank you to the parents who attended our Annual General Meeting and to all those who presented 
information on behalf of the School Advisory Council and the Holy Rosary Social and Fundraising Group.  
Families can be confident that we have many wonderful parents to work together with staff to achieve our 
mutual goals in the coming years.  
 
School Advisory Council Members 
We warmly welcome Pilar Abou Haila and Rachel Luong and thank them for nominating to the School 
Advisory Council, and for their commitment to HR.  We also welcome Damien Murray in his second term 
as a PEB/ SAC member.  This time, Damien is our parish representative.   
 
Our Current SAC Members 

Damien Murray 
Laura Cochrane 
Pilar Abou Haila 
Leona Jackson 
Rachel Luong 
Maria Sedunary 
Christine Shaw 

 
At the next SAC meeting the positions of Chair and Secretary will be determined and all members will be 
involved in a SAC induction including Holy Rosary’s Child Safe protocols.  
Next week, we will include photos of all SAC members in the newsletter and on the website. 

https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/school-community/parish-education-board/our-school-board/


Class Hosts- Please nominate! 
In the interest of continual improvement and renewal, the SAC investigated ways that parents may like to 
be engaged in school life.  As a result of discussions, we are pleased to introduce the role of Class Hosts.  
You’ll find a role description in this newsletter which also explains the application process.  We welcome 
you to act now, so that we can announce Class Hosts early in Term 2.  From 2023 onwards, Class Hosts 
will be appointed at the beginning of the school year.  
 
Operoo 
Please carefully read the Operoo notices sent out to you.  We are working to keep all our 
excursion/incursion/camp notifications on the one platform but we need your support.  The activities we 
provide are an important part of our curriculum and community, and are therefore compulsory.  All 
students should participate in these, unless there is a valid medical exception.  
 
Where activities are optional, this will be clearly stated in the accompanying letter.  For example, we are 
giving P-2 students the option to participate in a 400m running event at our Athletics Carnival.  Only give 
this permission if your child is confident, capable and willing to run this distance.  Otherwise, decline the 
invitation.  
 
Sacraments 
The Parishes in Partnership Team from HR and St Brendan’s will meet with Fr Thang next week to finalise 
our proposed dates for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist.  The Confirmation date is Sunday 14 
August at 2:00pm at Holy Rosary Church.  

 
Last week’s School Closure 
We understand that having a school closure day does impose on families when other care arrangements 
need to be made.  However, the days are incredibly valuable for us in professional learning.  All staff 
participated in this day, facilitated by Sandra Ritchie and Pauline Cicutto from MACS.  They helped us to 
unpack the data provided from our 2021 Review, shore up our four year school improvement plan and 
finalise our current action plan.  
 
Our next school closure day is Monday 23 May.  On this day we will continue to focus on Positive 
Behaviour for Learning.  
 
 
Camp Dates 2022 
Year 5/6  3 – 5 August 
Year 3/4  3 and 4 October  
 
 
Meet our Casual Relief Teachers 

 

My name is Jo and I regularly work as a casual relief teacher at Holy Rosary, 

covering for classroom and specialist teachers when they are absent.  I have 

lived in Kensington for nearly 20 years with my family.  Our adult son and 

daughter were students at Holy Rosary.  We have a toy poodle called Harvey 

and we enjoy taking him on walks around Holland Park and the Stock route. 

I’m originally from Geelong and I enjoy watching the Geelong Cats in the footy.  

I enjoy teaching at Holy Rosary because the staff, students and parents are 

welcoming and friendly. 

 
  



Year 5/6 District Summer Sports Gala Day 

A few of our tennis stars having a rest between games! Holy 

Rosary finished 3rd.  Everyone played well, worked together and 

supported one another.  It was a great atmosphere and we were 

very proud of our students. 

 
 

Prep News 



Message from Andrea 
School Athletics Spectator Information 
By now you will have received information about our School Athletics day on Friday 8 April.  The students 
have been preparing for their events and are very excited.  We are delighted to welcome parents as 
spectators.  
 
To keep everyone as safe as possible, we need to follow several protocols.  We will have a designated 
parent spectator area separate to the students to minimise mixing.  We ask parents to socially distance 
and not gather at the finishing line.  We will have timing gates for our running events so it is really 
important that our students are able to run across the finish line without being impeded.  
 
Please do a RAT with your children on the morning of the Athletics and do not attend if you or anyone in 
your household has a positive result, or is symptomatic.  There will be hand sanitiser available for students 
and spectators, and we encourage the use of masks if it is difficult to socially distance. 
 
School Sports Colour Day 
On Friday we encourage all students to come dressed in their School Sports team colours - McAuley 
(Red), Sion (Green), MacKillop (Blue) and Hennessy (Yellow).  The purpose of this day is to develop team 
spirit.  We will finish off the day with House meetings, including team chants. 

 

 Andrea, Physical Education teacher 

 
Message from Jodie 
Science updates 
With the recent launch of the 2022 Science Fair there have been many exciting discussions in Science as 
students begin thinking about this year’s projects.  It has been wonderful to see so many students 
enthusiastic about their entries for this year.  For those students keen to enter but still unsure about where 
to start, it is always a good idea to find something that intrigues them from the world around them.  They 
might also like to consider choosing a project related to this year’s theme.  Each year, the theme of our 
Science Fair is linked to the national Science Week theme.  The theme is optional but provides direction to 
those wanting to narrow down the enormous world of Science.  This year the theme is ‘Glass: More than 
meets the eye.’  In class, we have been investigating lenses, magnifying glasses, microscopes, glass 
production and optical fibres.  Possible science fair projects could encompass any of these ideas as well as 
glass recycling, transformative glass or bioactive glass.  I have recently had lots of requests from students 
for a website that I used two years ago in class when the theme was, In the Deep Blue Ocean.  The 
interactive website about the zone of the oceans was used as inspiration for many projects that year and 
may interest be of interest. 

 

 Jodie, Science teacher 

https://neal.fun/deep-sea/


Holy Rosary Social and Fundraising Group 

There's so much happening in the lead up to the end of Term 1! 
 
Easter Raffle:   Thank you to those families who have already donated Easter Eggs to their class 
hampers.   Donations will be collected on Friday 1st April afterschool, so please make sure to send in 
your contributions before then.   We will spend the weekend putting them together, and the Raffle Link 
will go live on Monday 4th April - it will be published on the Holy Rosary Facebook Page, so please watch 
out for this (on the Raffle Link site it will appear in the link as 'hreasterraffle2022').   You can share this 
link with family and friends, and you can buy multiple tickets to increase your chances of 
winning!   The raffle will be drawn at the Athletics Carnival on Friday 8th April - you can buy tickets up 
until 1:30 pm, and the draw will happen along with other presentations at approx. 2:15 pm.   Good luck! 
 
Athletics Carnival BBQ:   A big thank you to the parents organising the popular Aths Carnival BBQ!   Please 
remember to send along some money with your child on Friday 8th April if they would like to buy 
themselves something. 
 
Holy Rosary Trivia Night:   Don't forget to save the date Friday 27th May to join in the trivia fun!   Start 
thinking about who you'd like on your team so that you can book a table together.   More details to follow 
soon! 
 
Want to get involved?   We are looking for parent volunteers (triple vaccinated and with a WWCC) to 
help with Pot Luck Fridays in Term 3.   Please contact Erin Church on 0435010215 
or erinchurch86@gmail.com if you might be able to help. 
 

 

  

mailto:erinchurch86@gmail.com


Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Holy Rosary School is excited to be 
participating.  The PRC application https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home offers a range of exciting features 
including: 

• access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs) 

• a modern user-friendly interface 

• rewarding  students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved 

• the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book 
review 

 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of 
reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a 
set number of books by 2 September 2022. 

 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 
Premier and former Premiers. 

 

Children will receive their login details from their classroom teacher. 

 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victorian 

Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge 

  

https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home
https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge


Class Hosts 

 

“Without judgement, Catholic schools remain in communication with each family, tailoring the means of this dialogue 
so no child or family is disadvantaged…The dialogue is open and honest, and the trust and communication between 
the school and the family is focused on honouring the dignity of the family, the school and most importantly, of the 
child, ‘so they may develop as optimistic, resilient young people of faith, ready to be effective members of 
community, contributing to and enriching the world around them.”  Horizon’s of Hope, MACS (2018). 
 

Holy Rosary School welcomes parents to work in partnership through the initiative of Class Hosts.  This integral 
group of parent volunteers will actively participate in a range of social and educational activities to support the 
values, aims and vision of the school. 
 

Fundamentally, Class Hosts organise a variety of events, initiatives, and work at the grassroots level to support 
classroom teachers and children throughout the school year. These include year level events and activities for their 
children’s respective year levels, and support of school events, including parent education sessions.  
 

Therefore, the role of Class Hosts is to work with teachers to support the school in various ways:  
• meet at the beginning of each school year to decide on the goals as Class Hosts 

• join and work alongside the Social and Fundraising Group and be actively involved in their initiatives, 
activities and goals, and encourage other parents to participate in fundraising events 

• promote the school within the wider community 

• regularly communicate with classroom teachers to support endeavours in the classroom such as gathering 
parents to complete tasks as required by the teacher and level teachers 

• provide suggestions for the newsletter and social media posts 

• support the teacher with disseminating and promoting information from the school to the parent community 

• welcome new families by introducing them to the parent community  

• reach out to the families where English is their second language to assist their needs 

• coordinate/assist with crisis support for families 

• invite/promote social events for families including parent only functions of the class or year level 

• assist with official parent gatherings eg. Prep 1st day of school cuppa, Year 6 Graduation dinner, plates etc. 

• provide a means for parents to contribute to the development of the school’s policies and practices where 
required  

• communicate ideas to SAC members for discussion at meetings 

 

Process 
Parents nominate themselves as the Class Host at the beginning of the school year (however, by the end of Term 1 
for the 2022 school year)  by sending an expression of interest to the SAC email address 
hrsac@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au. A document will be created listing all interested parents.  A meeting will be 
convened by the principal and a SAC member where responsibilities and the scope of Class Hosts are outlined.   
 

What happens when no one from a grade nominates/ more than one parent nominates? 
In the event that a Class Host is not assigned to a particular grade, the teacher will approach their parents and ask 
for a volunteer. 
Parents should only nominate for one year level to give all parents an equal opportunity.  
If more than one parent nominates, the group will work together.  If there are more than 3 parents (for example) SAC 
members can coordinate a group meeting to ensure that all members are happy to be included and understand their 
expectations.  
 

 
  

mailto:hrsac@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au


 
Athletics Day Sausage Sizzle 
The School Fundraising Group will be running a Sausage Sizzle at Athletic Day of Friday 8th April.  $2 
Sausage Bread, $2 Prima / Juice Box and $1 Snacks will be available for students, teachers and 
spectators! 

 



 



holyrosaryschool@teamkids.com.au 

 

mailto:holyrosaryschool@teamkids.com.au


 

 

TeamKids have another amazing AUTUMN Holiday program planned! 

 

•  Learn new skills and make new friends 

• Qualified and REMARKABLE Educators 

• Digital detox with our no screens policy 

• Delicious and nutritious morning and afternoon snack 

• CCS approved care 

 

Head to teamkids.com.au to secure your spot! 

 

http://teamkids.com.au/


 



  

 

 



Speech & Drama lessons 2022 
Students who would like to commence Speech & Drama Lessons in 2022 please follow the trybooking link to enroll in this 

program. 

 

Speech & Drama lessons are a fun and dynamic way of building students confidence in public speaking, 

communication and performance skills. Speech & Drama lessons aim to improve diction, improve voice 

projection and develop natural expression of the spoken word.  

The course will include skills such as vocal exercises, storytelling, improvisation, presentation skills and 

drama. Fun relaxed examinations will be undertaken as part of this program in November of each year. 

The extra cost of this examination will be $30-50 depending on your child’s level and by enrolling in this 

program you agree for your child to take part in an examination.  

 

Timetabling and lesson times 

Year 1 to 6 classes are 30minutes in duration and are conducted during school hours on Fridays. To avoid 

missing the same class, lesson times will vary from week to week rotating on Fridays. 

Each student is required to bring a plastic display folder to every lesson. 

 

Fees for 7 Lessons per Term 2 :   

 

Group of four or more  $165.00  

 

Make up lessons  

It is the responsibility of the student to attend lessons, however if a student is unable to attend a 

timetabled lesson, a make- up lesson will be arranged where possible subject to the teacher being notified 

in advance. (One week’s notice is required. Absences without notice will not be made up which is in line with current 

industrial law whereby the teacher is entitled to a full days’ salary once he/she is contracted to teach.) 

 

 

Speech & Drama Lessons 2022- Term 2 Holy Rosary PS 

 

To enroll in the Speech & Drama program please follow the link below to ensure a place for Term 2 

 

 
 

Trybooking Term 2 Speech & Drama 2022 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/BYLUE

