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This week through Project Compassion we learn about
Shaniella who is attending a vocational school in the
Solomon Islands supported by Caritas Australia
Solomon Islands (CASI).
Not long after Shaniella started, the school was hit by a
landslide, flooding, and a cyclone, all in quick
succession.
With your kind support, CASI helped install water tanks,
restoring clean water access to nearby schools, health
centres and the wider community. Training was held in
agricultural skills to help boost the school community’s
food security, as well as in environmental risk
management and emergency responses.
Now, Shaniella can complete her skills training, with
enough water and food to eat, and improved sanitation.
She is improving her ability to earn an income, learning
skills which will expand her job opportunities. Students
are also better prepared to respond when disaster
strikes.

Watch a short film about Shaniella’s story here.
Please support Project Compassion: lent.caritas.org.au
It’s been a very busy term and children are definitely ready for a break! The
reintroduction to school life with all its activities has been tiring and challenging, at times.
What is certain, is that children have worked hard and have shown growth over the past
term. We wish you a happy, relaxing break. May the blessings of Easter be with you
and your family.

23 May
School Closure Day
27 May
Trivia Night
2 - 3 June
Science Fair
22 June
School closed at 12
Parent Teacher
Interviews

St Brendan’s and Holy Rosary Parish Holy Week Timetable https://flemkencatholic.com/
Holy Rosary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and protection of all children in our care.

Athletics Carnival
It’s our much anticipated Athletics Carnival on Friday. Our sports captains have already jumped into
action, promoting their teams and hosting house team meetings. The sound of the war cries, and the
enthusiasm and excitement generated, holds us in good stead for a terrific day. We’re all feeling really
excited about the Athletics Carnival, and we’re delighted that families can join us.
The buses for Year 3-6 students leave from 8:45am so we will have supervision from 8:20am to allow
sufficient time for students and staff to get organised. Year 3-6 students who are late will need to travel
with the P-2 students at 10:30am.
Here’s a checklist to help your child’s organisation:






Wear house colours and runners
Coloured hair spray may be used but the spray must not be brought to school
Wear and bring sunscreen and a wide brimmed hat
Bring lunch, snacks and water
Bring money for the bbq (HR fundraiser)

Early Departure from Athletics
We expect that children will remain at the Athletics Day until the final scores and presentation which will
be at about 2:15pm. Should you wish to take your child home directly from the Athletics, rather than
letting them take the bus, you must report to your child’s class teacher to sign them out. Failure to sign
them out results in angst for staff and time spent looking for them, so please keep this in mind.
Easter Raffle
Don’t foeget our fabulous Easter Raffle! Ths link is included in this issue and on Facebook.
Before School Supervision
The teacher comes onto yard duty at 8:30am. TeamKids is available for care from 6:30am. Should
children arrive at school in the few minutes before supervision commences they must remain seated
under the library. Unsupervised play is not permitted.

Spare Underwear
We have a supply of underwear for children in the case of a toileting issue. To help your child feel more
comfortable if they have this experience, please pop some spare underwear in their bag.
Medication
Holy Rosary School is committed to supporting students suffering from minor ailments and illnesses with
the administration of prescribed medication to assist with their recovery or for the purposes of ongoing
maintenance. Our Medication Policy , found on our website outlines the steps parents are required to take
before we can administer medication. This includes medication being provided in the original packaging
and a written authorisation completed in advance. All medication must be delivered and collected by an
adult.
Class Naming Protocols
Although having consistent class names; Navy, Sky and White has been in place for some time now, the
validity of this naming protocol has recently been queried. To clarify; all Catholic primary schools adopted
uniform class names at the request of MACS when a new technology platform was introduced to
streamline school administration.
School Enrolments
This year our enrolments for Prep and new enrolments across the school were slightly down on the
previous year which was a bumper year. However, we have maintained our overall numbers. Reports
from MACS indicate that inner city primary schools have experienced a decrease in numbers. Much of
this can be attributed to the trend for families to move from the inner city to more rural areas, especially
the Macedon Ranges, Geelong and the Gold Coast.
Naplan
As you are aware, The Naplan Tests are scheduled for 10-20 May. Our schedule is as
follows for both Years 3 and 5:
Tuesday 10 May:
Writing
Wednesday 11 May: Reading
Thursday 12 May:
Language Conventions
Friday 13 May:
Numeracy
All tests will begin at 9:30am and will be over by 10:30am. Should your child be absent on these days, we
have scheduled makeup sessions on Monday 16 May - Wednesday 18 May, also beginning at 9:30am.
As things don’t always go to plan, parents will be notified of any changes to this schedule. More
information will follow early Term 2. The Year 3s will complete the writing test on paper which is to be
submitted as a hard copy. As has been our practice over the past three years, we will complete all other
tests online.
Return to School Term 2
All students will return to school for Term 2 on 26 April. The gate will be open at 8:30am and teachers will
be on the yard to welcome children from 8:35am.
Camp Dates 2022
Year 5/6
Year 3/4

3-5 August
3-4 October

Messages from Andrea
Art News
School Holidays at the NGV
Our school is fortunate to be part of the NGV Arts Access program. Through this program we have the
opportunity to access their exhibitions. 2 Sky teachers Allison, Clare and I had the opportunity to visit the
NGV on one of their Friday Night live sessions where we heard about how our school can access the
NGV, as well as experience the Gabrielle Chanel exhibition. We also had a look at “The Gecko and the
Mermaid” exhibition. I recently received an email from the NGV with an invitation to all of the families in
our school.
“These school holidays NGV is offering access to The Gecko and the Mermaid kids exhibition before the
gallery opens, exclusively for children and families from schools participating in the Your NGV Arts Access
program.”

Family Morning | The Gecko and the Mermaid
Geckos, turtles, lizards and mermaids! This summer’s exhibition introduces two significant contemporary
Yolŋu artists from North-East Arnhem Land to our youngest of visitors. Award-winning artist Ms N
Yunupiŋu and her sister Eunice Djerrkŋu Yunupiŋu share their stories, culture and language through
displays of art and hands-on activities developed especially for the exhibition.”
Date: Tuesday 12 April
Time: 9-10am
Cost: Free
For more information and to book please visit: https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/learn/your-ngv-hub/

Preparing for School Camp
Earlier in the year I included a link to an article about ways to prepare your child for camp. As the school
holidays approach, I’ve shared these tips again. I have also included a link to an article from The House
of Wellness, which also contains some useful tips.
The upcoming holidays may be an ideal time for your child to have a sleepover, especially if they have
had limited or no experience in this area. As I also mentioned, bike riding is one of the activities on the
Year 3 and 4 camp so these holidays may also provide the opportunity to practise riding a bike and to
enjoy some beautiful autumn weather.
https://www.houseofwellness.com.au/lifestyle/parenting/how-to-prepare-children-school-camp
School Athletics
The moment has arrived - the weather is looking perfect, the students are excited and they have had the
opportunity to practise their events and try out the tabloid games. It was wonderful to see all of the
students in their colours last Friday and hear the enthusiasm in their chants. Each team was well led by
their Sports Captains, who spoke really well and were great role models for all of the students in their
team. I look forward to seeing all of the students and families turn out to our School Athletics on Friday. It
will be a great way to end our school term. Who will be our 2022 winner? We will have our answer by
2:30 pm on Friday afternoon. I wish every team the very best of luck. I know you will all try your best,
display great sportsmanship, and encourage each other. However, most importantly, I hope you have fun!

Andrea, Art and Physical Education teacher

Messages from Jodie
Science Fair
The Easter holidays are just around the corner and it is a great opportunity to work on Science Fair
projects . In our Science classes over the last couple of weeks students have had the opportunity to
discuss possible project ideas. With so many different categories to choose from there is likely to be one
to suit almost every student. Please see below for more information on the different categories and the
entry form. Our Science Fair is an opportunity for all students from Prep to Year Six to choose an area of
science that interests them, then research it and share their knowledge with others. These guidelines
from the State Science Talent Search (STS)
(http://www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/documents/STShandbook2022.online.pdf) may help with ideas
about what to include, and how best to structure the project. Unless students would like to be considered
as one of the few chosen to represent the school in STS competition there is no need to follow the
guidelines too closely. Projects are due Tuesday 17 May. I am looking forward to seeing all of the
fabulous projects next term!
Science Fair projects due
Science Fair

Tuesday 15 May
Thursday 2 June, Friday 3 June

Jodie, Science teacher

Holy Rosary Social and Fundraising Group
There's so much happening in the lead up to the end of Term 1, and Term 2 is shaping up to be a busy
one!
Easter Raffle
Thanks to the generosity of our Holy Rosary community, we have 13 Easter Baskets full of delicious
chocolate up for grabs! Our Raffle Link is live - be sure to visit and buy your tickets before sales close at
1:30 pm on Friday 8th April. You can share this link with family and friends, and you can buy multiple
tickets to increase your chances of winning! The raffle will be drawn at the Athletics Carnival on
Friday 8th April along with other presentations at approx. 2:15 pm. Good
luck! https://rafflelink.com.au/hreasterraffle2022
Athletics Carnival BBQ
A big thank you to the parents organising the popular Athletics Carnival BBQ! Please remember to send
along some money with your child on Friday 8th April if they would like to buy themselves
something.
Holy Rosary 90s Trivia Night
That's right, we've set a theme! Don't forget to save the date Friday 27th May to join in the trivia
fun! Start thinking about your fresh costumes and fly teammates now.
Venue: Flemington and Kensington Bowls Club
Cost: $25 pp, drinks at bar prices, BYO/ order in food
Tickets: available via TryBooking from Term 2
Can you help? Do you have a skill, product, or service to donate as a prize for the Trivia Night? Calling
all accountants, babysitters, dog walkers, memorabilia buffs, swim teachers, candle makers, holiday home
owners, and everyone in between. Please get in contact if you can contribute. All donors will be proudly
named on the evening, and thanked in our school newsletter.

Want to get involved?
We are looking for parent volunteers (double vaccinated and with a WWCC) to
help with multiple projects. Most pressing? Volunteers for Pot Luck Fridays in Term 2 + 3, and
parent bakers for the Mother's Day Cake Stall on Sat May 7th. Please contact Erin Church on
0435010215 or erinchurch86@gmail.com if you might be able to help. Better yet, join us at our Term 2
Social and Fundraising Group meeting at White Rabbit on Thursday 5th May, 7:30pm. RSVP to Erin
for booking purposes.
Pot Luck Fridays
Pot Luck Fridays is back! During Term 2 and 3 children will have the opportunity to purchase a surprise
drink or snack in the afternoon. The cost is $2 per item. Please remember to send your children with $2
every Friday if they would like to buy something.

https://rafflelink.com.au/hreasterraffle2022

Athletics Day Sausage Sizzle
The School Fundraising Group will be running a Sausage Sizzle at Athletic Day of Friday 8th April. $2
Sausage Bread, $2 Prima / Juice Box and $1 Snacks will be available for students, teachers and
spectators!

The annual Holy Rosary Mother’s Day Cake Stall is fast approaching. This year it will be held on 7 May at
Bubba Pizza, 1 Gower Street Kensington.
We are asking the school community to lend their culinary talents to once again deliver a stylish,
contemporary stall selling an exquisite range of homemade goodies to the Kensington community.
In past years we have raised an amazing $5000 which was used to purchase supplies to enrich our
school programs.
Apart from cakes, slices, biscuits and other sweet treats, our stall also sells preserves such as jams,
curds, sauces, relishes, pickles, tomato passata and pesto. If baking or preserving is not your thing you
can still help with really easy no-bake recipes or even lolly bags.
If you can help with any of these best sellers over the next couple of week we would appreciate it.
Here is the link for the volunteer roles we need over and above the donations. Please sign up if you can
help.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-mothers1
For more information contact Jane Edwards on 0423 049 877 or Naomi Smith on 0402 132 423.

White Rabbit

176 Bellair Street, Kensington

Class Hosts
“Without judgement, Catholic schools remain in communication with each family, tailoring the means of this dialogue
so no child or family is disadvantaged…The dialogue is open and honest, and the trust and communication between
the school and the family is focused on honouring the dignity of the family, the school and most importantly, of the
child, ‘so they may develop as optimistic, resilient young people of faith, ready to be effective members of
community, contributing to and enriching the world around them.” Horizon’s of Hope, MACS (2018).

Holy Rosary School welcomes parents to work in partnership through the initiative of Class Hosts. This integral
group of parent volunteers will actively participate in a range of social and educational activities to support the
values, aims and vision of the school.

Fundamentally, Class Hosts organise a variety of events, initiatives, and work at the grassroots level to support
classroom teachers and children throughout the school year. These include year level events and activities for their
children’s respective year levels, and support of school events, including parent education sessions.

Therefore, the role of Class Hosts is to work with teachers to support the school in various ways:
 meet at the beginning of each school year to decide on the goals as Class Hosts
 join and work alongside the Social and Fundraising Group and be actively involved in their initiatives,
activities and goals, and encourage other parents to participate in fundraising events
 promote the school within the wider community
 regularly communicate with classroom teachers to support endeavours in the classroom such as gathering
parents to complete tasks as required by the teacher and level teachers
 provide suggestions for the newsletter and social media posts
 support the teacher with disseminating and promoting information from the school to the parent community
 welcome new families by introducing them to the parent community
 reach out to the families where English is their second language to assist their needs
 coordinate/assist with crisis support for families
 invite/promote social events for families including parent only functions of the class or year level
 assist with official parent gatherings eg. Prep 1st day of school cuppa, Year 6 Graduation dinner, plates etc.
 provide a means for parents to contribute to the development of the school’s policies and practices where
required
 communicate ideas to SAC members for discussion at meetings

Process
Parents nominate themselves as the Class Host at the beginning of the school year (however, by the end of Term 1
for the 2022 school year) by sending an expression of interest to the SAC email address
hrsac@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au. A document will be created listing all interested parents. A meeting will be
convened by the principal and a SAC member where responsibilities and the scope of Class Hosts are outlined.

What happens when no one from a grade nominates/ more than one parent nominates?
In the event that a Class Host is not assigned to a particular grade, the teacher will approach their parents and ask
for a volunteer.
Parents should only nominate for one year level to give all parents an equal opportunity.
If more than one parent nominates, the group will work together. If there are more than 3 parents (for example) SAC
members can coordinate a group meeting to ensure that all members are happy to be included and understand their
expectations.

holyrosaryschool@teamkids.com.au

TeamKids have another amazing AUTUMN Holiday program planned!
• Learn new skills and make new friends
• Qualified and REMARKABLE Educators
• Digital detox with our no screens policy
• Delicious and nutritious morning and afternoon snack
• CCS approved care
Head to teamkids.com.au to secure your spot!

mailto:kensingtoncoltsbasketball@gmail.com

mailto:netsetgo@essendondna.com.au
https://www.essendondna.com.au/net-set-go

