
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
School Flooding Update  
Happily, we can report that we have minimised interruptions to children’s learning due to 
the flooding.  Our office remains impacted.  The reception and admin office has been 
temporarily relocated to my office.   Dryers are still required in the hall, music room, piano 
room and office. There will be a further inspection of floors and walls tomorrow to test for 
moisture.  The roofing report is being completed this morning and the foreman will be 
meeting with me later today to provide a further update.  Last week Fergus Chisholm, 
General Manager Infrastructure Services and Capital Delivery from MACS also toured 
the school and will meet with me after the completion of the roofing report and the quote 
for additional drainage.  I thank those parents who offered their assistance and those 
who emailed their support.  This was greatly appreciated.  I will keep you updated as 
further information becomes available. 
 
COVID Update 
Covid cases and other viral illnesses have increased significantly over the past weeks.  
Once again the availability of CRTs has been impacted.  We will always work to ensure a 
CRT is employed but there may be occasions, as a last resort, when classes are split or 
taught by Leadership Team members.  Please be vigilant to Covid symptoms and test, 
as required.  We have RATs available should you require additional supplies.  
 
School Security 
We have been discussing the ways we ensure the overall safety of children, staff and 
visitors while onsite.  A summary of measures that impact families is listed for your 
reference: 
- Gower Street gate will remain locked, except at the beginning and end of the day for 
parent drop off and pick up.  If your child is late for school and the gate is locked, you 
must bring your child to the office to be signed in.  Similarly, if your child is collected 
early, you must come to the office to sign them out. 
- Staff at the gate will ask visitors who they are and who they are visiting, and then direct 
them to the office to sign in. 
-External school doors will continue to be locked after 8:45am bell so visitors must report 
to the office. 
-All onsite contractors must sign in at the office 
-Visitors and contractors must have a Working with Children Check 
-All children will use internal stairs during learning times and during extreme weather 
days. 
-Classrooms are locked when staff are not present. (ie planning time, lunch breaks, 
leaving at end of school day) 
-The front gate should not be lifted, especially in front of children. 
 
School Fees 
Thank you to families who have paid school fees.  Your payment helps us to provide the 
best support and resources for our children.  All school fees should be paid in full by 
Wednesday 30 November.  If you wish to discuss your fees, please contact the office for 
a confidential conversation. 
 
Head Lice cases  
We have had reports of head lice in Year 2, 3/4 and 5/6. Please take the time to check 
your child’s head for lice. If found, you must ensure a treatment has been completed 
before your child can return to school.  
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Holy Rosary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and protection of all children in our care. 

 



 
Crossing safety-wait for the whistle  
Our recent Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) lesson focused on safety when crossing the road. 
Unfortunately, Andrew still reports that children are not waiting for the whistle before crossing the road. 
Please speak with your children about this important pedestrian safety behaviour and discuss and model it 
next time you cross Gower St.  This week we are focusing on following instructions promptly and 
respectfully without back chatting.  

  

         
PBL Lesson Plan:   

Step 1: List Learning Intentions and Success Criteria  
LI:  We are learning to be respectful by following directions and instructions and listening to others.  
SC: 
I can  

• Listen to my teachers and peers 

• Follow instructions or directions given to me 

• Make sure I am respectful by listening to someone who is talking to me 

• Be respectful to those around me  

Step 2:  List a rationale for teaching the behaviour  
Why is it important? 

Holy Rosary School Values: Relationships, Respect, Resilience, Integrity, Kindness (highlight relevant values) 
Holy Rosary School Expectations: Safety is our right. Learning is our responsibility. Respect is our way.   

Step 3:  Identify examples and non-examples of the desired behaviour  
What would the behaviour look/sound like?                      What would the behaviour not look/sound like? 

Examples Non-examples 

 

 
• Listening to instructions or directions that are given to 

you 

• Stopping what you are doing when asked 

• Stopping and looking at someone when they are talking 
to you - giving them your attention 

• Listening to what an adult is asking you to do and not 
answering back or refusing 

• Knowing that if you’ve been asked to stop doing 
something, you do not keep repeating it  

 

 
• Not listening to an instruction or direction given to 

you 

• Refusing to follow an instruction 

• Walking away from someone who is speaking to 
you  

• Answering back to a teacher or adult who is giving 
you directions or instructions  

• Repeatedly doing something you’ve been asked 
not to do   

 
Body Confident Children and Teens 
Recently we had about twenty parents attend our session’ Body Confident Children and Teens.’   Nicki 
shared her tips, strategies and resources on the topic.  Here’s some additional information for those who 
attended and those who were unable to join us on the night.  
 
If you attended the session you are welcome to provide the Butterfly Foundation with your feedback. 
https://forms.office.com/r/TzeVg70kB0 . 
  
For those families with teenagers you might like to sign up to Body Kind Families, a free resource.  It 
has lots of content (videos, factsheets, activities and audio content).  Register here: 
https://butterfly.org.au/get-involved/campaigns/bodykindfamilies/.  
  
Here is the link to the tip sheet for families who missed the session.   
  
Families with younger children can access resources and activities via Butterfly Body Bright 
https://www.butterflybodybright.org.au/resources 
  
And the Butterfly Helpline is available to anyone needing information, support or referrals for eating 
disorders or body image concerns.  Counsellors are available 7 days a week, 8am – Midnight by phone, 
email or webchat –www.butterflynationalhelpline.org.au 
 

Enrolments 

We will have vacancies across all year levels in our school. We ask you to help us spread the news to 

families in Kensington as there are still some families who have not decided on a school for 2023. Did you 

know that we offer a discounted fee structure for those families who have a Health Care Card? This 

https://forms.office.com/r/TzeVg70kB0
https://butterfly.org.au/get-involved/campaigns/bodykindfamilies/
https://butterfly.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Body-Image-Tips-for-Parents.pdf
https://www.butterflybodybright.org.au/resources
http://www.butterflynationalhelpline.org.au/


enables families to educate their children at Holy Rosary for a most affordable family fee. Prospective 

families are welcome to join us for a tour to see our classes in action. 

https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-information/160-2/ 

 

Leaving HR at the end of 2022? 

Please let the office know if your child is leaving HR at the end of the year. This information significantly 

impacts our staffing and class configurations in 2023. 

Email: frontoffice@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au Phone: 03 93769455 

 

 

Scholastic Book Club Issue 8 

Online catalogue is available here.  

https://issuu.com/scholastic_australia/docs/bc_8-22_au_issuu?fr=sNzViNTM0NDU5MDI 

Issue 8 order will be closed on Sunday 20 November 2022. 
Please use LOOP to place your order.  (No cash order) 
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http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP


JAPANESE NEWS 

From top left: 5/6s reading and writing hiragana; children presenting their flip about their prefectures using 
Flip; doing Shodo; playing Kendama; Writing shinkansen in hiragana with brush and ink, Preps learning 
the Soran Bushi dance from Hokkaido.  
 

In Japanese learning this semester students in all year levels have been exploring themes related to 
travel.  
 
Junior students have been learning vocabulary about transportation, finding out about the Shinkansen 
(bullet train) and places to see and things to do in Japan from volcanoes to Tokyo Disneyland!  Students 
are starting to learn to read and write hiragana script and they enjoyed writing words and sounds they 
know with a brush and ink.  For the remainder of the year we are continuing this theme by learning 
language for shopping in Japanese such as asking for items and saying please and thank you. 
 
Senior students have all researched a different Japanese prefecture finding out about the festivals, 
landmarks and famous foods found in different parts of Japan.  They took this research and their 
knowledge of Japanese language, sounds and pronunciation to create a flip response about their 
prefecture, recommending places to go, things to see and foods to try.  For the remainder of the term 
students will be learning language related to going to a restaurant in Japan including key vocabulary, 
reading a menu in Japanese, ordering food, exploration of Japanese money and Japanese table 
manners.  
  



PREP NEWS 
 
Inquiry  
Our Inquiry unit this term is ‘Being Creative’.  We have been investigating what makes a good fairytale so 
we invited the Drama Toolbox to come and help us explore the features and structure of fairytales.  We 
got to explore using body language, verbal and visual cues while pretending to be dwarves, witches, 
wizards, dragons, mice, cats, wolves and pigs. 
We really enjoyed our fairytale incursion and have loved acting out other fairytales in class.  
 

 
 
Literacy 
We have been investigating the characters, settings and problems in fairytales and have used this 
knowledge as a springboard for our own ideas for writing. 
We have enjoyed using the ‘Build A Story’ picture prompts to help us with our ideas for a character (who), 
setting (where) and problem (what).  As you can see we are very proud of our work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Mathematics 
Our focus in Maths has been on data collection.  We investigated different yes and no questions.  We 
discovered that nearly everyone in Prep Sky likes pizza!  
We then wrote our own yes and no questions and asked each other to find out the answer.  
We recorded our data in a variety of ways including, using tally marks,listing names against the criteria, 
writing yes or no, ticking and crossing and using pictures. 
We found out the easiest way to record our data was by using names, that way we didn't double as the 
same person twice and we could remember who answered yes and no.  Have a look.  
 

 
 

Fire Education 
Last week the Preps had exciting visitors.  FIREFIGHTERS! 
We learnt about good fires and bad fires and what to do if we see a bad fire.  We also learnt about what 
an emergency is and when to call 000.  
We were also given homework!  Our task was to talk with a parent about where our safe meeting place is 
at home.  We enjoyed looking at the uniforms firefighters wear.  They even put it on! We had lots of great 
questions and can’t wait until their next visit.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



YEAR TWO NEWS 
Literacy 

Visiting the zoo is always wonderful; so much to see, learn and admire.  We 
set off on Friday 11th November by train to take part in the School Zoo 
program Wild Explorers.  Students were challenged to discover what makes 
animals special (features, habitat, diet) and how they can care for them.  
Students were provided with opportunities and experiences to investigate 
animals within their environment.  
As part of our Literacy Unit, students have been 
creating texts to fit their purpose, as authors.  We 
have been researching information about animals 
to create a text about animals observed at the 
zoo.  We first explored the topic we wanted to 
write about before determining if our purpose for 
writing was to entertain, inform or persuade our 
readers.  We then decided on our target 

audience and what form our piece would take.  Ideas included a newspaper 
article, picture story book, comic, news report, documentary, podcast, 
advertisement poster, non-fiction book and an opinion piece. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mathematics 
Students have been exploring common fractions such as halves, quarters and eighths of collections and 
shapes. 
They have been solving open-ended problems implementing different strategies.  In one task the students 
were given a rectangular bathroom tile and they had to redesign the tile with as many combinations as 
they could where one quarter of the tile is blue.  The design and patterns included triangles and rectangles 
in different shapes and rotations.  It was wonderful to see so many different combinations presented by 
students.  

 

 
 
 



Inquiry 
Students are collaborating in groups to complete challenges requiring teamwork, problem solving and 
creativity to achieve the best possible outcomes.  Students redesigned a skateboard using the BAR 
model:  Make elements Bigger, Add elements and Replace aspects of the original design to improve the 
look and functionality of the skateboard.  

 

 
Religious Education 
We have been learning about The Rosary 
and the power of prayer.  We made 
personal prayer beads and devoted each 
bead to something significant in our lives.  
You might like to create your own personal 
prayer beads or make a special family 
prayer bead. 
 

 

 

  



LEARNING IN 3/4  
 
In Literacy, the Year 3/4 ‘s have been studying different authors, 
to look at how they write and what it is that makes them world 
leading authors.  We have discovered that authors like Morris 
Gleitzman and Graeme Base use lots of literary devices, such as 
onomatopoeia, alliteration, metaphors, similes and 
personification.  With each author, we have looked at their 
background, to find out where they get their ideas from and to 
help us to better understand the way they write.  We have also 
been working hard to incorporate these literary devices into our 
own writing, to make our writing more engaging and entertaining. 
 

 

 

 

 
In Maths we have been learning about fractions.  We have explored number triads, equivalent fractions, 
used fractions to solve problems and we’ve also explored how decimals are related to fractions.  We have 
also extended our maths vocabulary to include words such as numerator, denominator, equivalence, tenths 
and hundredths.  

 

 

 



This term the 3/4‘s are working towards creating their own stop motion animation for Inquiry.  We have 
been to ACMI to find out about the history of animation and to get some tips for creating our own.  We’ve 
also had a stop motion animation incursion to learn about how to actually create one ourselves.  The 
students have worked on developing ideas and creating a storyboard and will now begin designing their 
set, characters and props. 
 

 

 

In Religion, we have been learning about Catholic Social Teachings.  There are six Catholic Social 
Teachings and over the past few weeks we have explored Dignity of the Human Person, Preferential 
Option for the Poor and Solidarity.  This past week we have looked at how Solidarity calls us to work 
together as one human race and what we can do to show solidarity in our world.  We also designed and 
created symbols with slogans that seek to promote solidarity in our school. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Holy Rosary Christmas Hampers 2022 

 

 

 Our beautiful Holy Rosary tradition of providing Christmas Hampers is 
continuing again this year.  Join us in supporting our Parish St Vincent de Paul 
group, by donating lovely festive food to make into delicious Christmas 
Hampers. 
The Kensington Vinnies group will distribute the hampers to needy families in 
our neighbourhood. 
This act of kindness will provide families, not only with some tasty food for the 
Christmas Season, but also with a sense that someone cares for them at 
Christmas. Let’s shine our Holy Rosary light brightly to those in our local 
community! 
 

Families, please use this opportunity to speak with your children about the 
spirit of giving.  You could encourage your children to be part of the process 
by giving up some of their own money or treat foods and purchasing 
something special for our hampers. 

Alternatively, the students could do extra jobs around home to earn money 
to buy food.  This is an invitation to give, but is purely optional. 
 
Here’s what to do: 

- your child’s teacher will inform the students what to buy 

- purchase the item of food 

- send the food to your child’s classroom teacher (no need to wrap). 
 

Thank you for your kindness. 

 
 



 

 



Holy Rosary Social and Fundraising Group 

 
Barefoot Bowls Family Day saw the sun! 
The sun was out and the rain stayed away!  What a glorious day we had for our Barefoot Bowls Family 
Day.  Thank you to all of those who attended - we had 30 Holy Rosary families attend throughout the day 
to reconnect - or connect for the first time - and enjoy a game or 2 of bowls while enjoying the sounds of 
our amazing DJ, Jesta.  A huge thank you to Jesta for sticking around so we could enjoy the tunes a little 
longer!  We would definitely recommend Jesta for your next party - contact her via her FB page 
https://www.facebook.com/JestaDJ/ . 
  
As always, a big thank you to Neil and his team at Flemington & Kensington Bowling Club for donating the 
use of the club for the day.  The club are huge supporters of Holy Rosary School - be sure to head there 
for a wonderful day out, dinner and drinks, or book them for your next function.  You could even become a 
member!  https://flemkenbowls.com.au/ 

 
Fleminton & Kensington Bowling Club  
407 -411 Racecourse Road, Flemington 

  
 
 
Icypole Day 
Despite the rainy day, students were still keen to have an icy pole treat on Monday.  Thanks to Patricia 
and Jam for your time and efforts in organising the day, and thank you Holy Rosary families for your 
ongoing support of the school, fun events for the students, and our fundraising efforts. 
  
Mango Drive - delivery date coming. 
Thank you for your enthusiastic support of our Mango Drive!  Your delicious mango orders will be with you 
ASAP.  Watch this space for a delivery date.  Please contact Kate Grist via email at 
kategrist@hotmail.com with any questions. 
  
State Government Election BBQ 
Damian Murray and his team will, again, be cooking up a storm for the 2022 State Election on Saturday 
26 November.  WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!  If you are willing to lend a hand on the day, please sign up 
here >> https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-election1 
  
Christmas Carols - selling treats 
The Social and Fundraising group will be selling drinks and snacks at the Holy Rosary School Christmas 
Carols night on Tuesday 13 December.  We are looking for volunteers to sign up for 20-30 min selling 
slots so that no one misses out on the carols completely.  Please email Erin Church at 
holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com if you can help.  Thanks to those who have contacted us already.  
SignUp Genius to come once times are confirmed. 
  
Social and Fundraising Group Christmas get together! 
Everyone is invited - part of the group already?  Have been in the past?  Thinking of helping out?  Come 
along for dinner and drinks. 

Where: Hardimans Hotel  521 Macaulay Road, Kensington 
When: Thursday 8 December, 7:30pm 
RSVP: we have secured a booking, but email Erin at holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com if you'd 
like to join us 

  
Did you notice? 
The Holy Rosary Social & Fundraising Group now has an external notice board at the school office.  This 
is still a work in progress, but please see this board, along with our newsletter updates, for details of term 
events and more! 
  
 

https://www.facebook.com/JestaDJ/
https://flemkenbowls.com.au/
mailto:kategrist@hotmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-election1
mailto:holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com
mailto:holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com
https://flemkenbowls.com.au/


The Social and Fundraising Group need you! 
When you see our calls for volunteers, please don't hesitate! Send us a quick email and see how you can 
best help. Many hands make light work. 
  
Children grow up and finish primary school, jobs change, life changes - and therefore so do our group 
members.   Would you consider joining the Holy Rosary Social and Fundraising Group in 2023?  
  
It doesn't matter if you're a seasoned committee member, or if you've never been involved in anything like 
this before, we would love to have you join us so that we can continue providing the Holy Rosary School 
community with amazing opportunities for engagement and connection.  Email us at 
holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com to get involved. 
  
At a glance: 

• Mango drive orders closed - contact Kate Grist with questions kategrist@hotmail.com 
• State Gov Election BBQ - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-election1 
• Holy Rosary Christmas Carols (selling treats) - email holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com to 

volunteer, SignUp link to follow 
• Social and Fundraising Christmas catch-up -  holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com 
• Join the group! - email holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com 

 

mailto:holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com
mailto:kategrist@hotmail.com
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Saver Plus-Brotherhood of St Laurence 
Saver Plus is a free financial education program where participants can plan ahead for study costs and 
get up to $500 for education expenses after 10 months. If you have a Health Care Card and are studying 
yourself or have a child studying you may be eligible to join the program. Saver Plus is running a number 
of online information sessions in November (please see descriptions below). Register for your preferred 
session by clicking on this link https://forms.office.com/r/zPTAvyaP5e. 

• Kindergarten Parent Sessions - for current 4 year old kindergarten parents and parents with 
children starting 4 year old kinder next year (2023) 

• Prep Parent Sessions - for parents with children currently in Prep or starting Prep next year 
(2023) 

• Year 7 Parent Sessions - for parents with children in Year 7 or with children currently in Years 4 - 
6 who will be starting high school in the next few years 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/zPTAvyaP5e


 


