
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Advent  
This Sunday marks the beginning 
of the new liturgical year and the 
first Sunday of Advent.  We will 
be in Year A, which focuses on 
Matthew’s Gospel.  
 
During Advent we prepare our 
hearts to celebrate Jesus’ birth 
with prayer and good works.  The 
colour for Advent is violet.  It’s a 
colour traditionally associated 
with royalty because purple dye 
was very expensive.  Violet 
symbolises prayer, penance and 
sacrifice and is also the colour for 
Lent.  
 
At this time, our prayer focuses 
on the Advent wreath when each 
week we light one of four candles; 
three purple candles and a rose 
coloured candle.  
 
The question we ask ourselves at 
this time is, “How do we best 
prepare for the coming of Jesus 
Christ in the busy Christmas 
season?’  

 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations Ruth and Lyn 

On Saturday night Kensington St Vincent de Paul Society 
had a celebration of 100 years of service.  Ruth was 
recognised for 15 years of service and Lyn for 5 years of 
service.  We congratulate Ruth and Lyn and thank them for 
their selfless contribution to the Kensington community.  
 
Flood Update 
We’re happy to report that the industrial drying machines have been removed from all 
areas, except the hall. These will be checked again by the end of the week.  The carpet 
will be laid in the small piano room on Thursday morning.  Although we’ve made multiple 
calls, we have yet to receive the roof report and the engineer’s report on the drainage 
situation. 
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26 November 

State Election at HR 

 

27 November 

1st Sunday of Advent 

 

1 December 

2:30 – 4pm 

Year 5/6 Christmas 

Market  

Year 3/4 Creativity 

Expo 

 

9 December 

Y6 Big Day Our 

 

12 December 

Step Up Day 

 

13 December 

Carols 

 

15 December 

Year 6 Graduation 

Liturgy 5 pm and 

dinner 

 

16 December 

End of School Year 

Mass 

Last day of school for 

students 

 

Holy Rosary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and protection of all children in our care. 

 



Absence 
Please let us know the reasons your child is absent when advising an absence.  These reasons are 
recorded and this information is used to alert the teachers, and in the case of infectious diseases; to fulfil 
our reporting obligations.  These reasons may include: sick, family reasons, holiday, appointment, dentist, 
being COVID positive, or having a secondary school tour/orientation. 
 

Enrolments 

We will have vacancies across all year levels in our school. We ask you to help us spread the news to 

families in Kensington as there are still some families who have not decided on a school for 2023. Did you 

know that we offer a discounted fee structure for those families who have a Health Care Card? This 

enables families to educate their children at Holy Rosary for a most affordable family fee. Prospective 

families are welcome to join us for a tour to see our classes in action. 

https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-information/160-2/ 

 

Leaving HR at the end of 2022? 

Please let the office know if your child is leaving HR at the end of the year. This information significantly 

impacts our staffing and class configurations in 2023. 

Email: frontoffice@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au Phone: 03 93769455 

 
 
News from our Student Sustainability Action Group 

For the last year our Student Sustainability Action 
Group has been doing a fabulous job collecting 
everybody's soft plastic using the white soft plastic 
bins in our classrooms.  We found that people 
have been bringing in a lot of soft plastic in their 
lunchboxes.  
 

You can see here how much we collect in a week. 
 

 

Last week in our Student Sustainability Action Group 
meeting we found out that Red Cycle, where we take 
our soft plastic to be recycled, has been overwhelmed 
with soft plastic donations and aren’t taking any more 
for the moment.  Because of this we have taken the 
white soft plastic recycling bins away from the 
classrooms for the time being.  We ask parents to 
please limit the amount of soft plastic that is in 
your children’s lunch boxes moving forward. 
 
 

We have come up with some suggestions to help to limit soft plastic in lunchboxes: 
• Buy a big packet of snacks and put them into containers in lunch boxes rather than the individually 

wrapped packets. 
• Make homemade biscuits or bars and bring them in containers rather than packaged snacks. 
• Buy a big tub of yoghurt and put it into small containers rather than squeezie yoghurt pouches. 

Thank you for helping reduce the plastic that might end up in landfill or our oceans. 
 

By Cleo, Meron, Bridie, Lea and Wilma on behalf of the Student Sustainability Action Group 

  

https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-information/160-2/
mailto:frontoffice@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au


Peter Craig School Science Award 
Last Wednesday was the 2022 
Science Talent Search (STS) 
presentation ceremony.  Students 
from around the state were 
presented with their STS awards and 
we heard presentations from guest 
scientists.  This year, we had an 
incredible 150 students involved in 
class projects and another 25 
students representing our school 
with individual projects. This was the 
culmination of a process that began 
with our school science fair back in 
Term Two. 
 
 

 

 

 
Our students were awarded a total of 16 bursaries, 6 distinctions and 9 merit certificates.  As a result of 
the outstanding achievement from our students our school was also awarded the prestigious Peter Craig 
award for the highest achieving non government primary school in Victoria which is an incredible 
achievement for our school.  I am extremely proud of all our students involved and how well they 
represented our school.  
A huge thank you to the parents who encouraged their children to enter our science fair back in May, 
those who took their children to the Judging Day in August and those that were able to join us for the 
Presentation Day last Wednesday.  
 

 

  

Jodie, Science teacher 

 



Year 5/6 Learning Overview for Term 4 Week 8 2022 
English - The Grandest Bookshop in the World and The Writing Process 
In English, we have been consolidating reading strategies and skills through our Term 4 novel, The 
Grandest Bookshop in the World.  Students have been investigating a fantasy story about a real life family 
and business in Melbourne, in the late 1800s.  
In Writing, the students have been working on the process of creating a piece.  They begin by using their 
Writer’s Notebook to develop a ‘seed’.  This is then used to commence a piece of writing.  They Prewrite, 
Draft, Edit, Revise and Publish.  Students have 1 to 1 conferences with the teacher to support and upskill 
their text.  

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.authorameliamellor.com/the-grandest-bookshop-in-the-world
https://www.authorameliamellor.com/the-grandest-bookshop-in-the-world


Maths - Measurement and Multiplicative Thinking 
In Maths, we have been working on a unit combining measurement with multiplication and division.  We 
have been focusing on different mental and written strategies that can be used to solve simple and 
complex problems.  Our key focus is to build the skills towards selecting and applying efficient mental and 
written strategies to solve problems involving all four operations with whole numbers.  In the coming 
weeks we will be revisiting fractions, percentages and decimals, as well as time. 

 
Inquiry - Creativity/Bizarre Bazaar 
The focus for our Inquiry this term has been on creativity, design and innovation.  Students have been 
exploring ways to create something appealing at a Christmas market, while raising funds for those less 
fortunate.  Students did some market research and explored consumer wants vs needs.  In groups they 
worked collaboratively to come up with a product idea, creating a list of items needed for their product.  
Students are currently making these products and will begin creating an online catalogue for browsing 
before the market day, on Thursday 1st December, from 2.30 - 4.00pm. 

  

 
 
 
Religious Education - Confirmation 
In Religious Education this term, we have been exploring charities and people within our local community 
that support people in need.  Sr. Kerry came and spoke to the students about the great work St. Vinnie’s 
does in our local community and indeed throughout the whole of Melbourne.  The students are soon to be 
involved in helping support St. Vinnies Christmas hampers as well as raising money through the 
Christmas Market. In the coming weeks we will be exploring the season of Advent and its importance in 
the Catholic Church calendar. 
 

 
  
 

 

  



 

 
Holy Rosary Christmas Hampers 2022 

 

 

 
Our beautiful Holy Rosary tradition of providing Christmas Hampers is 
continuing again this year.  Join us in supporting our Parish St Vincent de Paul 
group, by donating lovely festive food to make into delicious Christmas 
Hampers. 
The Kensington Vinnies group will distribute the hampers to needy families in 
our neighbourhood. 
This act of kindness will provide families, not only with some tasty food for the 
Christmas Season, but also with a sense that someone cares for them at 
Christmas. Let’s shine our Holy Rosary light brightly to those in our local 
community! 
 

Families, please use this opportunity to speak with your children about the 
spirit of giving.  You could encourage your children to be part of the process 
by giving up some of their own money or treat foods and purchasing 
something special for our hampers. 

Alternatively, the students could do extra jobs around home to earn money 
to buy food.  This is an invitation to give, but is purely optional. 
 
Here’s what to do: 

- your child’s teacher will inform the students what to buy 

- purchase the item of food 

- send the food to your child’s classroom teacher (no need to wrap). 
 

Thank you for your kindness. 

  

 

 



 

 



Holy Rosary Social and Fundraising Group 

 
State Government Election BBQ THIS WEEKEND! 
Damien Murray and his team will, again, be cooking up a storm for the 2022 State Election THIS 
SATURDAY 26 November.  WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!  If you are willing to lend a hand on the day, 
please sign up here >> https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-election1 
  
Christmas Carols - selling treats 
The Social and Fundraising group will be selling drinks and snacks at the Holy Rosary School Christmas 
Carols night on Tuesday 13 December.  We are looking for volunteers to sign up for 20 min selling slots 
so that no one misses out on the carols completely.  If you have previously emailed Erin, thank you - can 
you please assign yourself a slot in the sign up link.  More selling slots may be generated once end time is 
confirmed.  
SignUp Genius link here >> https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-hrchristmas 
  
Mango Drive - delivery date coming. 
Thank you for your enthusiastic support of our Mango Drive! Your delicious mango orders will be with you 
ASAP.  Watch this space for a delivery date.  Please contact Kate Grist via email at 
kategrist@hotmail.com with any questions. 
  
Social and Fundraising Group Christmas get together! 
Everyone is invited - part of the group already?  Have been in the past?  Thinking of helping out?  Come 
along for dinner and drinks. 

Where: Hardimans Hotel,  521 Macaulay Rd, Kensington  
When: Thursday 8 December, 7:30pm 
RSVP: we have secured a booking, but email Erin at holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com if you'd 
like to join us 

  
Did you notice? 
The Holy Rosary Social and Fundraising Group now has an external notice board at the school office.  
This is still a work in progress, but please see this board, along with our newsletter updates, for details of 
term events and more! 
  
The Social and Fundraising Group need you! 
When you see our calls for volunteers, please don't hesitate!  Send us a quick email and see how you can 
best help.  Many hands make light work. 
  
Children grow up and finish primary school, jobs change, life changes - and therefore so do our group 
members.  Would you consider joining the Holy Rosary Social and Fundraising Group in 2023?  
  
It doesn't matter if you're a seasoned committee member, or if you've never been involved in anything like 
this before, we would love to have you join us so that we can continue providing the Holy Rosary School 
community with amazing opportunities for engagement and connection.  Email us at 
holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com to get involved. 
  
At a glance: 

• Mango drive orders closed - contact Kate Grist with questions kategrist@hotmail.com 
• State Gov Election BBQ - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-election1 
• Holy Rosary Christmas Carols (selling treats) - 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-hrchristmas 
• Social and Fundraising Christmas catch-up -  holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com 
• Join the group! - email holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com 
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https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?embed&eid=893635
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Book Now https://teamkids.com.au/venues/ 

Charlie’s Firsd Day at OSHC eBook https://publuu.com/flip-book/19758/62412/page/1 

https://teamkids.com.au/venues/
https://publuu.com/flip-book/19758/62412/page/1
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https://6thmelbournescouts.org.au/ 

https://6thmelbournescouts.org.au/


  

Booking 
Select service 
 Vic –Crime Stoppers Vic Free Skate Sessions:Kensington Skate Park 

https://app.nabooki.com/booking/popup/widget?token=6100c2343b7992.94176668


 
https://www.trybooking.com/cckea 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=955968&


 


