
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
God of love, 
You care for us and all in our global family. 
You want for us all life in its fullness. 
Help us see the challenges faced by so many. 
Help us look for justice.  Fill our hearts with love.  
Turn our compassion to action.  
Help us renew the world, now and for all future generations.  
We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen 
 
 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Church’s 
season of Lent.  The marking of the ashes on our foreheads on this day is a public expression of our faith 
and humility.  It is a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  Through prayer, we come closer to God so 
that we are better able to realise the promises made for us at our baptism, to live justly as Jesus teaches 
us.  Fasting joins us in solidarity with people experiencing poverty who often have no choice but to go 
without the basic human needs.  Sharing what we have, or ‘almsgiving’, is a sign of our commitment to 
justice and our thanks for all that God has given us. 
 
Pancakes on Monday 
See you this afternoon at 2:30pm for our pancake celebration! 

 

Important Dates 

Monday 20 February 
 

 

Opening Liturgy  at 9:15 am 

Pancake Day celebration 

Wednesday 22 February Ash Wednesday 

Thursday 23 February 7:30 pm Raising Kids in a Digital World Webinar (Parents) 

Wednesday 15- Monday 27 March NAPLAN 

Thursday 30 March School Photos 

Wednesday 5 April HR Athletics Carnival (27 April Back up Day) 

Thursday 6 April 2:45 pm Easter Raffle Draw 

Friday 12 May Mother’s Day celebration 

Monday 19 and Tuesday 20 June Year 3/4 Camp 

Friday 25 August Book Week celebration (Read, Grow, Inspire) 

Friday 1 September Father’s Day celebration 

Monday 2 to Wednesday 4 October Year 5/6 Camp 

  

 Monday 

 20 February 2023 

 Term 1  Week 5 

Holy Rosary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and protection of all children in our care. 

 



YEAR 5/6 
It has been a wonderful start to the year for our 5/6 students.  We have settled into routines and 
demonstrated our school expectations and shown leadership qualities.  
 
LITERACY 
In Literacy, we have set up our Writer’s Notebook, finding inspiring prompts to help generate ideas for our 
writing.  The students had to think about ‘What they couldn’t imagine their life without’ and ‘Things that I 
can not stand’.   We are looking forward to using these ideas to write, edit and publish pieces of writing. 
We have been reading about inspirational people and the traits and qualities they possess to lead others.  

 
 

 
 
NUMERACY 
Throughout the term we will be exploring Place Value and Number in Mathematics.  
We will build on current knowledge of whole numbers and further our understanding of 
decimals, ordered and triangular numbers.  
 
 
 
INQUIRY 
We introduced the concept of Social Justice in Inquiry.  We are researching Social Justice and why it is so 
important.  The discussion was rich and engaging.  Students were able to work in groups to debate and 
discuss topics.  Throughout the term students will explore the rights of children and available support 
networks.   They will use their findings to create an informative SlideShow highlighting issues facing 
children around the world today. The aim of this is to encourage others to make a difference. 
 

 
 
 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
In class we have been learning about prayer.  We have explored the different 
ways we pray as Catholics while looking at how other faith denominations 
pray.  We will continue exploring prayer, Lent and Easter.  We visited the 
Church in preparation for our Whole School Liturgy. 

 

 

 

 

BUDDIES 
The Year 6 students have been fabulous buddies for our Foundation students.   Building friendships by 
visiting them in the classroom and supporting them in the yard. 

   

  
 
HOCKEY CLINIC 
On Friday, we participated in a hockey clinic.  We enjoyed learning skills with Tyson and Chris from 
Essendon Hockey.  Training skills included movement with a ball and stick, dribbling skills and working in 
teams to score goals.  We thank Andrea for organising this successful hockey clinic. 

 
 
  



Raising Kids in a Digital World- A Webinar Invitation for all Parents 
Our Raising Kids in a Digital World webinar is on this week.  It’s time to register your attendance.  This short Youtube 
Link provides you with some further information about the webinar which is run by a local primary teacher and a 
psychologist.  This is the same company who are providing our children with learning in the area of CyberSafety 
throughout 2023.  The webinar is suited for parents in Prep-Year 6, complements the children’s learning and is 
particularly topical for today’s families.  You will need to register via the registration code in the graphic.  
https://youtu.be/i5urKdVDElI 
 

https://bit.ly/23feb2023 

 

  

https://mailtrack.io/trace/link/97acb1feecaa11c221b2be614916091f3cef3774?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fi5urKdVDElI&userId=6242814&signature=6a57c956b50b6bec
https://mailtrack.io/trace/link/97acb1feecaa11c221b2be614916091f3cef3774?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fi5urKdVDElI&userId=6242814&signature=6a57c956b50b6bec
https://youtu.be/i5urKdVDElI
https://bit.ly/23feb2023
https://bit.ly/23feb2023
https://bit.ly/23feb2023


Year 6 Leadership 
At Holy Rosary School we recognise that all students can be leaders and we have also introduced a new 
model of leadership for our 2023 Year 6 students.  Students and staff worked together to revise our 
leadership structure last year.  Our goal was to ensure that all Year 6 students could engage more 
meaningfully in leadership activities at school and in the community, and to increase opportunities for 
student voice. 
  
Portfolio leaders have been introduced to provide leadership of specific teams.  Nomination for these 
positions occurred last year and involved students preparing and presenting a speech outlining their skills 
and attributes as portfolio leaders.  After speeches, these leaders were determined by the vote of peers 
and staff. In 2023 there are two School Captains, two Mercy Leaders, four House Leaders and four 
Special Events Leaders.  Each term, Year 6 students will also have the opportunity to take on additional 
roles including Student Representative Council, library leader, science leader and flag monitor.  All Year 6 
students are also partnered with a Prep buddy and their role is to be a support, friend and guide.  The 
Prep children were very excited to receive a surprise letter from their buddy over the holidays. 
  
In preparation for these important roles our Year 6 leaders explored a variety of current and historical 
leaders at school, in our local area and globally.  They recognised that Catherine McAuley, founder of the 
Mercy Sisters, showed leadership by offering free education to the children of the poor.  She inspired 
thousands of women to join the Mercy Sisters and teach the poorest children in all parts of Australia. 
Catherine reminds us that as leaders,  “We should be shining lamps giving light to all those around us.” 
  
All Year 6 leaders will be presented with their badges in front of the school community today at 9:15am in 
Holy Rosary Church.  Portfolio leaders will also receive an additional badge in recognition of their role. We 
welcome you to join us for this event.  
  
So what will leadership look like in Year 6 at Holy Rosary School this year?  We can’t wait to find out! 
 

NAPLAN 2023 

 

Annual Naplan Tests for Year 3 and 5 children in 2023 are scheduled for Wednesday 15 March to 
Monday 27 March. Traditionally, these were held in May.  Each year, we schedule different tests on 
different days, following VCAA guidelines.Our schedule is as follows for both Years 3 and 5: 

         Wednesday 15 March:  Writing 

         Thursday 16 March:   Reading  
         Friday 17 March:   Language Conventions 

         Monday 20 March:   Numeracy 

Over the next few weeks, children will have the opportunity to engage with previous tests as a way of 
preparing for NAPLAN.  The more familiar the children are with the testing genre, the more relaxed they 
will feel in March. 
All tests will begin at 9:30am and will be completed by 10:30am.  Should your child be absent on these 
days, we have scheduled makeup sessions on Tuesday 21 March to Friday 25 March, also beginning at 
9:30am.  As things don’t always go to plan, parents will be notified of any changes to this schedule.  More 
information will follow in coming weeks.  The Year 3s will complete the writing test on paper which is to be 
submitted as a hard copy.  As has been our practice over the past three years, we will complete all other 
tests online.  
Further details will follow in the coming weeks.  In the meantime, should you have queries, do not hesitate 
your child’s class teacher or Maria.  



Own a Dog? 
Please familiarise yourself with our dog policy which is included in this newsletter. 
 
Production 2023 
Please note the revised date for our school production is Monday 30 October at the Clocktower Centre, 
Moonee Ponds.   
 The Clocktower Centre: 750 Mt Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds VIC  

 
Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) 
Applications are now open for families who hold a valid, means tested concession card or who have 
special circumstances.  If successful in your application, these funds are paid to the school and used to 
offset the cost of excursions and camps.  If you applied for the CSEF last year you do not need to apply 
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.  Details and the application can be found 
here: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/CSEF_application_form.pdf or pick 
one up at the office.  Please call Lynette if you require extra assistance.  Phone: 03 9376 9455 
 
 
School Facebook link 

  
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
School Photos 2023 
Annual school photos including sibling photos will be taken by Arthur Reed Photos on Thursday 30 March 
2023. 
 
There is no need to return any forms or money to school. 
Unique image codes will be issued to all students on/after photo day so families can register online to view 
images when they become available in the webshop.  
Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on your child’s personalised flyer once you receive it 
and remember to add the codes for all your children attending this school. 
Even if you registered last year, it’s important that you do it again this year using your child’s 2023 image 
code to link their images for the current year with your contact details. 
When images are ready to view in the webshop, all parents who have registered will be notified by SMS 
and email. 
 
Once registered, please wait for notification that 2023 images are online to view before making 
your purchase.   

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/CSEF_application_form.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177


 
  



Wellbeing Update  
At Holy Rosary School all children, families and staff are expected to be Wellbeing Warriors who 
look after the safety and wellbeing of themselves and others.  
 
Anxiety in Children 
As discussed last week, occasionally feeling worried or anxious is part of life.  It is a normal physiological 
response to things changing in our world and our environment.  Unfortunately for some people this can 
become frequent and ongoing.  There are lots of reasons that children feel anxious, including triggers 
such as separating from parents and starting school.  Some children grow out of these worries and others 
need additional support, such as that from a psychologist.  If you yourself experience anxiety, it is 
important to care for your own mental health as children can also pick up on your anxiety, exacerbating 
their own. 
 
At Holy Rosary, we talk about developing strategies to help children manage feelings of stress and 
anxiety, including mindfulness.  There are a few websites that we like to use with children; you might like 
to try these at home.  Smiling Mind is a great resource for guided mindful meditations aimed at children; 
they also have excellent ones aimed at adults as well.  You will need to create an account to use Smiling 
Mind, however, it is free.  
 
Peaceful Kids also have wonderful guided meditations for children as well as other resources and 
meditations for parents.  

 
As Wellbeing Warriors here at Holy Rosary, we have a number of excellent 
books that teachers use in the classroom and students can also borrow, to 
help with feelings of anxiety.  One book that we would like to highlight this 
week is called Hey Warrior by Karen Young.  Hey Warrior is about anxiety.  
It shows children that they can do amazing things with the right information. 
Understanding why anxiety feels the way it does and where the physical 
symptoms come from is a powerful step in turning anxiety around.  If you are 
interested in borrowing this book to read at home you or your child can 
borrow it from the school library.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Michaela, Student Wellbeing Leader 

https://www.smilingmind.com.au/
https://www.peacefulkids.com.au/


Positive Behaviour for Learning  
 

Holy Rosary Positive Behaviour for Learning 

 

Every child has the right to learn and every teacher has the right to teach.  

This week’s PBL lesson will address Speaking Respectfully in the classroom and at school 

Holy Rosary Positive Behaviour for Learning 

Speaking Respectfully in the classroom and at school 
  

Step 1: List Learning Intentions and Success Criteria 
We are learning to speak respectfully 
I can… 

• define what respect looks like, feels like and sounds like  
• recognise examples of respect at HR, in our community and our world 
• ‘Think’ before I speak and act and then speak/act politely 
• Speak the way I would like to be spoken to  

Step 2: List a rationale for teaching the behaviour  
Why is it important?  

Holy Rosary School Values: Relationships, Respect, Resilience, Integrity, Kindness (highlight relevant values) 
 
Staff, students and visitors will… 

1. feel respected and safe 
2. use words that empower, not enflame 
3. resolve conflict appropriately  

Step 3:  Identify examples and non-examples of the desired behaviour  
What would the behaviour look/sound like?        What would the behaviour not look/sound like? 

Examples Non-examples 

• Compliments 

• Having eye contact and using ‘soft eyes’ 
when speaking 

• Actively listening and responding assertively, 
but not aggressively 

• Speaking appropriately to everyone 
regardless of my relationship to them  

• Speaking politely by using a respectful tone 

• Using a person’s name 

• Waiting my turn to speak 

• Calling someone mean names (name calling) 

• Gossiping or sharing lies about someone 

• Interrupting them or cutting them off 

• Yelling 

• Using a disrespectful tone 

• Swearing 

• Making fun of someone’s name 

• Speaking over the top of someone 

• Belittling, insulting or putting someone down (or someone who is 
important to them- eg: Yo mama comments) 

• Talking back or back chatting  

• Insulting/offensive jokes 

Next week’s PBL lesson will focus on transitioning across the school. 
 

  
  

Ant, Learning Diversity Leader 
 



Music- Rock band auditions!  
It’s the time of the year for Rock band auditions! We are looking 
for Year 3-6 students who can play the guitar, keyboard, drums 
or sing!  This will be another exciting year for our Rock band 
with competitions and performances to look forward to! 
 
Please email or talk to Zoe to sign up  :) 
ztsai@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au 
 
If you were in Rock ‘n’ Rosary last year, please respond to 
Zoe’s email ASAP.  

Time: 23rd February Thursday first lunch (Week 4) 
Location: Foyer 
What to prepare: Prepare one song to play on your 
chosen instrument  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Physical Education News 
Our students have been fortunate enough to have Essendon Hockey Club visit our school last week and 
offer clinics to every class.  The students seemed to enjoy this opportunity.  They have been given flyers 
about a trial program which costs $10 for 7 weeks to see if hockey is a sport they would like to pursue. 
 
Students from Years 3 to 6 will also participate in another basketball clinic with Adam Ballinger, from 
Melbourne United next Friday. 
 
We are also very excited to offer an opportunity for students in Years 1 to 3 to participate in a free four 
week Cricket Blast program on our school grounds on Thursdays.  These sessions will commence on 
March 9th from 3:40 - 4:40 pm.  If your child attends Team Kids on these days, the coaches will work with 
TeamKids to ensure they go to TeamKids after the session.  The numbers will be capped between 40 - 50 
students and there will be experienced coaches running these sessions.  Each participant gets a free polo 
top with their name on it, and a cap.  Attached to this newsletter is a flyer with qr code that will direct you 
to the registration page.  Posters around the school also have the QR code.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for students who are new to cricket as well as students who already play.  If this is successful, 
it may be something that is offered in other terms to different age groups.  If you have any questions 
please feel free to come and see me. 
 
School Athletics Day 
Our annual School Athletics Day is on Wednesday 5 April at Moonee Valley Athletics Centre.  If you have 
a current Working with Children Check and would like to volunteer, please email me by Friday 10 March.  
If you have a preference with working with P-2 or helping the Years 3 to 6 with the field events, please 
note this in the email. adurand@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au 

Zoe, Music teacher 

Andrea, Physical Education and Art teacher 

mailto:ztsai@hrkensington.catholic.edu.a
mailto:ztsai@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au
mailto:adurand@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au


https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/register/054473 

https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/register/054473


Holy Rosary Social and Fundraising Group 

 
The Social and Fundraising Group need you! 
Our first event for the year is this afternoon! 

 
PANCAKE PICNIC DAY TODAY! 
Please join us at Holy Rosary this afternoon at 2:30pm for a Staff and Families Pancake Picnic in the 
school yard.   Bring your picnic blanket and enjoy some delicious pancakes while chatting with staff and 
families in our Holy Rosary community. 

 
FAMILY FUN DAY IS BACK! 
Yes, the whispers are true!  The Holy Rosary School Family Fun Day will make its long awaited return this 
year on Saturday 18 November! 
 

This is a wonderful community event for the whole family and one of Holy Rosary’s biggest fundraisers. To 
make this event take place we need your help. 

• Do you have a great idea for a stall? 
• Can you donate prizes for games and raffles? 
• Do you own a business who is willing to sponsor the event? 
• Do you have a particular skill you can offer such as graphic design, baking, MCing, sales...the list 

is endless! 
To offer your help: Please email Taryn at holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com with subject header 'FFD 
Volunteer'. 

 
READY TO GET BACK ON THE DISCO DANCEFLOOR? 
 

We would love to bring the disco back to its home at the beginning of the year so that families can meet 
and form early relationships, and have a fabulous time while doing it.   This year the Family Disco will be 
held on Friday 31 March, 6 - 7:30pm.    
 

For this event to run, we need a Disco organising subcommittee. Did you help out last year? In years 
past? New to the school and want to get involved? Have you been wanting to get more involved? A 
meeting will be held tonight at 7pm via Zoom let everyone know what is required.   Join via the Zoom 
link here. 

 
 Susan Tan is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting 
 Click Here to Join Zoom Meeting 

   Password 358089  
   Meeting ID 994 4696 5025 
 
If you already know you'd like to help, email Susan at holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com with the subject 
header 'Family Disco volunteer'. 
 

https://nab-au.zoom.us/j/99446965025?pwd=azJ5N0hpelhKZ3FaQm5tWjlvc2ZBZz09&from=addon
https://nab-au.zoom.us/j/99446965025?pwd=azJ5N0hpelhKZ3FaQm5tWjlvc2ZBZz09&from=addon


ATHLETICS DAY BBQ 
This year Athletics Day will be held on Wednesday 5 April. The ever popular Social & Fundraising BBQ 
will be run again this year.   Be sure to send your child to school with money on the day so that they can 
buy a delicious sausage in bread and/or a treat, lovingly prepared by our wonderful BBQ team.   More 
details about what's on offer coming soon! 
 
EASTER RAFFLE 
The Holy Rosary Social & Fundraising Group will once again be holding an Easter Raffle this year, to be 
drawn on the last day of Term 1, Thursday 6 April.   The generosity of Holy Rosary families is integral to 
the success of this delicious raffle.   We are calling for Easter chocolate/treat donations - if you can 
provide something toward one of our Easter hampers, we will accept donations to your child(ren)s 
classroom beginning Monday 13th March and ending Friday 31 March. 
 
You've got to be in it to win it!  Online link for raffle sales to be provided at a later date. 
 
MOTHER'S DAY CAKE STALL 
Of course it's on again this year - Saturday 13 May! It's the event Kensington looks forward to every year! 
 
Naomi and Jane steer this delectable ship and have amazing systems in place to ensure smooth 
sailing.   However, they are looking for some 'younger' Holy Rosary families to learn the ropes so that by 
2025, there will be new leaders ready to take the wheel as their children move onto secondary school. 
 
Want to know more? Super keen already? Email Naomi and Jane at holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com 
with the subject header 'Mother's Day Cake Stall volunteer'. 

 

  



 

 
 

https://chessforschools.com.au/ 
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https://teamkids.com.au/ 
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https://www.kfjsc.com.au/soccer/ 
 

mailto:presidentkjsc@gmail.com 

https://www.kfjsc.com.au/soccer/
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flemingtoncolts@gmail.com 

mailto:flemingtoncolts@gmail.com




 
https://skatepark.ymca.org.au/all-aboard 

Select VIC, then select Vic - Crime Stoppers Vic Free Skate Sessions:Kensington Skate Park 

 

https://skatepark.ymca.org.au/all-aboard


Simonds Catholic College 
 
Enrolment query  
contact school’s registrar,  
Cindy Tran, on 9321 9207 or at ctran@sccmelb.catholic.edu.au. 

mailto:ctran@sccmelb.catholic.edu.au


 


