
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Joy does not arrive with a fanfare, 
on a red carpet strewn with the flowers of a perfect life. 
Joy sneaks in as you pour a cup of coffee, watching the sun hit 
your favourite tree just right. 
And you usher joy away cause you are not ready for it 
Your house is not as it must be for such a distinguished guest, 
but joy cares nothing for your messy home, or your bank balance 
or your waistline. 
You see, joy is supposed to slither through the cracks of your 
imperfect life. 
That’s how joy works 
You cannot invite her.  You can only be ready when she appears and hug her with meaning 
because in this very moment, 
joy chose you. 

Donna Ashworth 
 
Thank you Volunteers! 
 

    
 

Fortnight at  a glance 

Friday 1 December Year 6 Big Day Out 

Thursday 7 December 2 - 4pm Carols 

Monday 11 December 9am Parents Coffee Catch Up 

  

 Monday 

 27 November 2023 

 Week 9  Term 4 

Holy Rosary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and protection of all children in our care. 

 



Important Dates  

Tuesday 12 December 9am Volunteers’ Morning Tea 

Tuesday 12 December Step Up Day 

Thursday 14 December 7pm Year 6 Graduation Dinner  

Friday 15 December Last Day for Students, ends at 1 pm 

 
For Your 2024 Calendar… 

2024  

Monday 29 January Staff return.  Office opens 

Tuesday 30 January 8:45 -12:00 Preps start Tuesday 

Tuesday 30 January 9:00 – 11:00 Come and Meet My Teacher Session 

Wednesday 31 January P – 6 students attend 

Wednesday 7 February Prep RDO 1 

Wednesday 14 February Prep RDO 2 

Wednesday 21 February Prep RDO 3 

Wednesday 28 February Prep RDO 4 

Wednesday 6 March Prep RDO 5 

Monday 11 March  Labour Day 

Thursday 28 March 1 pm Term 1 finishes 

Monday 15 April Term 2 begins 

Thursday 25 April ANZAC Day 

Friday 26 April Student Free Day 

Friday 28 June 1 pm Term 2 finishes 

Monday 15 July Term 3 begins 

Sunday 11 August 2pm Confirmation at Holy Rosary Church 

Friday 20 September 1 pm Term 3 finishes 

Monday 7 October Term 4 begins 

Monday 4 November Student Free Day 

Tuesday 5 November Melbourne Cup Day 

Tuesday 17 December 1 pm Term 4 finishes 

* Student Free Days for curriculum 1 per term TBA 
* Eucharist and Reconciliation TBA 
 



 

 

Volunteers’ Morning Tea 
We are very fortunate to have many wonderful volunteers at Holy Rosary.  To show our appreciation for 
your efforts in the many ways you support our school, we invite you to share morning tea with us on 
Tuesday 12 December at 9:00am.  An invitation is in this newsletter and on Facebook.   
Please rsvp to this link. 

 

https://forms.gle/aaxFvbB7mKjX1cup7


 
Share the Joy 
Our beautiful Holy Rosary tradition of providing Christmas Hampers is continuing again 
this year.  You are invited to join us in supporting our parish’s St Vincent de Paul group, 
by donating festive food to make Christmas hampers.  The Kensington Vinnies group will 
distribute the hampers to needy families in our neighbourhood.  This act of kindness will 
provide families, not only with some tasty food for the Christmas season, but also with a 
sense that someone cares.  Let’s shine our Holy Rosary light brightly to those in our local 
community! 
 
Families, please use this opportunity to speak with your children about the spirit of giving.  You could 
encourage them to be part of the process by giving up some of their money or treat foods, to purchase 
something special for our hampers.  Alternatively, they could do extra jobs around home to earn money to 
buy food.   

Prep - Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

Christmas cake 
Chocolates 
Longlife custard 
Fruit mince pies 
Shortbread 
Jelly crystals 

Tinned ham (no SPAM) 
Savoury biscuits 
Packet of chips 
Cranberry or mint sauce 
Sachets of gravy  

Christmas pudding 
Hand lotion 
Christmas decoration 
Confectionery stocking 
Packet of lollies 

 
Here’s what to do:  

1. purchase the item  
2. your child can deliver to their classroom (no need to wrap) 
3. Year 5/6 students collect items and prepare the hampers  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hats  
Please ensure your child has a school hat.  It is not appropriate to be wearing caps or other hats, 
particularly when representing the school on excursions.  Our school hat also provides optimal coverage 
from the sun. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews  
In response to family feedback we will be holding our Parent Teacher Interviews at the conclusion of Term 
1 in 2024.  Reports will still be issued at the conclusion of Term 2 and Term 4. 
 
Fees 
We thank families who have paid their fees in full or have organised a direct debit to cover their fees.  As a 
not for profit, these payments are critical to our operation. 
Some families are yet to pay school fees for this year.  If you are not able to meet this commitment, it is 
expected that you make contact with Christine to discuss a payment plan.  We will always assist families 
in financial need.  
 
  



Child Safe Standards 
Holy Rosary School is mandated to uphold the Child Safe Standards, introduced by the Victorian 
Government in 2022.  We strive to ensure that we follow best practice in each of the eleven 
Standards.  The infographic below is a "plain language" summary of the Standards.  

 
Feedback from Production 
Thank you for your feedback about our school production.  The big takeaways were in relation to the 
sound, ensuring the visibility of all children and the dismissal process.  Some comments were also made 
in relation to children holding multiple roles.  This occurred in some cases because children were absent 
but mostly because insufficient 5/6 children were interested in taking on a main role.  
 
Healthy Family Series 
Last Thursday was the third and final instalment in the Healthy Families Series of webinars. 
Our school now has access to the replay for the next 30 days:  

Tackling Tricky Conversations - A Guide for Parents & Carers 
Presenter: Carley McGauran (psychologist & parent) 
Link: https://youtu.be/MyW946ZsSo8 
(Available to view until 17 December) 

Links 
School Website 
https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/ 
  
School Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177 
  

Parish News 
You can access our Parish newsletter here. 
  
 
  

https://mailtrack.io/link/df6a4db0d0484acb308bbdf88d45ee41383dfbed?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FMyW946ZsSo8&userId=6242814&signature=d10b7b7174cb60f9&i=a24cf8d1-f7a1-44ee-9d51-dee8204d0e83
https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177
https://flemkencatholic.com/bulletin


Mass and Assembly Schedule  

Assembly: Mondays  
Assembly begins at 2:50 in the Hall.  

Bags packed and lined up in class lines area. 
Parents are most welcome to join us. 

 Mass: Fridays 
Mass begins at 9:15am.  

Classes should be seated by 9:10am. 
Parents are most welcome to join us. 

Term 4  Assembly and Mass Schedule 

Date Class  Date Class 

27 November 5/6 
 

1 December 3/4W 

4 December Prep 
 

8 December 3/4S 

11 December N/A 
 

15th December  
Time to be advised 

P-6 

  
 

Maths Olympiad 
Congratulations to our Year Five and Sixes on their 
participation in this year’s Maths Olympiad.  The children 
committed to training each week before completing a 
competition consisting of five challenging tasks.  These 
competitions took place four times over the year.  We are 
very proud of children and their commitment to this 
challenge.  We also congratulate Ethan Schafer for placing 
in the Top 10 percentile of the state, Jay Nyguen for placing 
in the top 25 percentile of the state and Marcus Colosimo 
for his encouragement award.  

 

 Sarah, Mathematics Leader 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Wellbeing 
At Holy Rosary School all children and families are expected to be Wellbeing Warriors who look 
after the safety and wellbeing of themselves and others 
 
I’m sure you don’t need any reminders, but Christmas is fast approaching!  As much as Christmas is a 
time for joy, love, peace and kindness, it isn’t always this way for everyone.  Unfortunately, there will 
always be people in our lives going through a hard time and with everything that is happening in our world 
right now, we need joy, peace and kindness more than ever.  
During Advent we ready ourselves for the birth of Christ.  There are various practices that we perform as 
part of this preparation, including lighting Advent candles, setting up the Nativity and opening Advent 
calendars.  
As Catholics and being a Mercy school, we encourage our kids to think about others during the season of 
Advent.  In classes, rather than opening chocolate Advent calendars, students might make a calendar with 
acts of kindness for each day.  Our Mercy tradition calls us to act in service of others and Christmas 
provides the perfect opportunity for us all to think of others before ourselves.  
Below is a Calendar of Connection.  This comes from the R U OK website and provides ideas of how you 
can reach out to others during December.  The idea of this calendar is to reach out to people around us 
who might find Christmas time particularly hard.  They may be going through something in their personal 
life or they might just need an ear to listen.  You can click on the image to find a printable version of this 
calendar.  As a family, you could talk about people you know who might need some support or extra love 
around this time and work your way through the activities to show them that they’re not alone.  

 
 
Book of the Week 
 

What Do You Wish For?  By Jane Godwin and Anna Walker, is a beautiful and 
simple book about a community who are preparing for Christmas.  One little girl 
in particular, Ruby, loves the spirit of the community, how they work together 
and are there for each other.  That’s what her wish for Christmas is.  This story 
is a lovely way to talk about what we would like at Christmas for the people in 
our lives or the people in our community who may need support, love, joy, 
peace and kindness.  We have a copy of this in our library if you would like to 
read it.  
 

  

https://www.ruok.org.au/
https://www.janegodwin.com.au/
https://www.annawalker.com.au/
https://www.ruok.org.au/holiday?utm_source=HP&utm_medium=DIS&utm_campaign=Seas&utm_id=COMM


Holy Rosary  Positive Behaviour for Learning 

 

Every child has the right to learn and every teacher has the right to teach.  

 

Congratulations to the PBL winners from last week: Easton (Yr 1), Lea (Yr 4) and Eva (Yr 6). Well 
done! 

 

             Holy Rosary  Positive Behaviour for Learning 

Lesson Plan for Positive Dispositions for Learning 

Step 1: List Learning Intentions and Success Criteria 
We are learning to: explain what dispositions help me to be a responsible learner and what I can do to 
develop those dispositions. 
 

What it looks like: It will look like students listing learning dispositions and explaining what they mean, 
what they look like and how we can use them in the classroom.   

Step 2:  List a rationale for teaching the behaviour  
Why is it important?  

Holy Rosary School Values: Relationships, Respect, Resilience, Integrity, Kindness (highlight relevant values) 
Holy Rosary School Expectations: Safety is our right. Learning is our responsibility. Respect is our way. 
(highlight) 
 

Learning dispositions are innately in all of us, some more so than others. For example, I might be really 
good at bouncing back from adversity or have a positive  belief in my abilities to do things well and 
successfully. If some of my dispositions are not as strong as others, I can practise them to make them 
stronger. We need to use our learning dispositions to be the best learners we can be. That includes at 
school, at home and in other areas of life.   

Step 3:  Identify examples and non-examples of the desired behaviour  
What would the behaviour look/sound like?                      What would the behaviour not look/sound like? 

Examples Non-examples 

• Believing in your ability to do well as a 
learner  

• Has a growth mindset that if they can do 
something yet, with practise they can  

• Bounces back quickly from challenges (at 
school with friends or school work, or 
difficulties at home) 

• Being flexible and able to adapt to 
challenging situations  

• Persevering when things get hard 
• Trying again if you don’t succeed at first 
• Trying new things even if they seem hard or 

challenging  

• Believing that you can’t do things or that you 
are not a good learner 

• Having a fixed mindset 
• Not getting over challenges or problems that 

you encounter with friends or with school 
work 

• Being very rigid or stubborn and not trying 
things in a different way or thinking creatively 
about problems  

• Giving up when tasks get too hard 
• Asking for help straight away rather than 

trying again or trying in a different way  
• Not trying new things when they appear even 

slightly challenging  

 

  
Michaela, Student Wellbeing Leader/Antoinette, Learning Diversity Leader 

 
  



Music News - What has been going on in Music this term… 
 
Production 
This term, students have worked hard on their year level production songs.  We practised the dance 
choreography, singing and dance formations.  Students did a superb job at learning the lyrics, melody and 
dance so quickly and accurately, and they performed so well on the night.  Once again, well done!  
 
Class Concert 
Students had the chance to perform for classmates, teachers and parents during class concerts.  We had 
a variety of performances including guitar, drums, piano, singing and ukulele.  Class concerts are a great 
opportunity for students to develop stage confidence, and for students to develop a love for music.  
 
Ukuleles 
Students have been learning the ukulele during music classes recently.  Ukuleles are great instruments to 
learn as they are light, portable and fun, and can be used to accompany many different songs.  Prep 
students have been learning how to hold the ukulele using the correct posture, and learning how to play 
the C major chord.  Year 1/2 students have started playing simple songs using C major and Am chords, 
and are working on how to transition between these two chords smoothly.  Year 3/4s are learning C, Am 
and F major chords and using these songs to accompany short songs.  Year 5/6s are working on how to 
not only transition between basic chords on the ukulele smoothly, but also how to add expression to their 
playing through dynamic and tempo changes.  
 
Carols 
Each year level has chosen their carols/song, and we have started practising them during Music.  We 
worked together as a team during our lessons to come up with creative dance moves, and spent time 
learning the lyrics and melody.  
 

Zoe, Music teacher 
 

 

 

 

 
  



enrolment@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au        frontoffice@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au  

 https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/  
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