
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Advent is the perfect time to reflect on our blessings and give thanks for the people and relationships in 
our lives.  We are reminded… “There is an incredible sense of power and freedom in both giving and 
receiving love without condition or expectation.  The experience can be so profound that we lose track of 
whether we’re the giver or receiver …” 
 
We wish all our families the blessings of the Christmas season.  We pray that this is a time of hope, joy, 
peace and love.  We thank you for your support throughout this year and wish you a happy, relaxing and 
healthy holiday break.  To those families who are moving on- we thank you for entrusting us to care for 
your children.  It is an honour and to students and staff who are moving on- thank you for being part of the 
HR journey.  We pray that you will always remember the shared stories and vibrant memories of Holy 
Rosary.   
 
To all those who remain with us in 2024- thank you!  We look forward to seeing you again in 2024.   
 
Last day finishes at 1pm 
We finish school at 1:00pm.  Please be ready to collect your children at this time unless they will be 
attending TeamKids.  
 
Back to School 2024 
On Tuesday 30 January our Prep students will come to school for their first day.  Families in Years 1-6 are 
invited to drop in to classrooms from 9:00-11:00am to meet their new class teacher.  Appointments are not 
required.  All classes P-6 will be back at school at 8:50am on Wednesday 31 January, 2024.  Gates will 
open at 8:30 am.  School will conclude at 3:15pm.  Students should be collected by 3:30pm when the duty 
teacher concludes their shift.  

Fortnight at  a glance 

Monday 11 December 9am Parents Coffee Catch Up 

Monday 11 December Prep Excursion 

Tuesday 12 December 9am Volunteers’ Morning Tea 

Tuesday 12 December Step Up Day 

Thursday 14 December 5pm Year 6 Graduation Liturgy  

Friday 15 December Last Day for Students, ends at 1 pm 

  

 Monday 

 11 December 2023 

 Week 11  Term 4 

Holy Rosary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and protection of all children in our care. 

 



For Your 2024 Calendar… 

2024  

Monday 29 January Staff return.  Office opens 

Tuesday 30 January 8:45 -12:00 Preps start Tuesday 

Tuesday 30 January 9:00 – 11:00 Come and Meet My Teacher Session 

Wednesday 31 January 8:50 – 3:15 pm P – 6 students attend 

Wednesday 7 February Prep RDO 1 

Wednesday 14 February Prep RDO 2 

Wednesday 21 February Prep RDO 3 

Wednesday 28 February Prep RDO 4 

Monday 11 March  Labour Day 

Thursday 28 March 1 pm Term 1 finishes 

Monday 15 April Term 2 begins 

Thursday 25 April ANZAC Day 

Friday 26 April Student Free Day 

Friday 28 June 1 pm Term 2 finishes 

Monday 15 July Term 3 begins 

Sunday 11 August 2pm Confirmation at Holy Rosary Church 

Friday 20 September 1 pm Term 3 finishes 

Monday 7 October Term 4 begins 

Monday 4 November Student Free Day 

Tuesday 5 November Melbourne Cup Day 

Tuesday 17 December 1 pm Term 4 finishes 

* Student Free Days for curriculum 1 per term TBA 
* Eucharist and Reconciliation TBA 
 
Sacraments in 2024 
If you have a child in Year 3, 4 or 6 and you have not completed the sacraments survey please take the 
time to do this today.  This helps us prepare for 2024 and to ensure we have ordered the necessary 
resources and supplies.  
Survey: https://forms.gle/hAfMNS4LxBQGiUX1A 

 
Change to Bell Times in 2024 
As of Term 1, 2024 the gate will continue to open at 8:30am but the first bell will ring three minutes later 
and the afternoon bell for dismissal will ring five minutes earlier. 
 

Gate Opens 8:30 am 

1st bell  8:50 am 

2nd bell 8:53 am 

Dismissal bell 3:15 pm 

 

https://forms.gle/hAfMNS4LxBQGiUX1A


Christmas Mass Times  
 

 
 
Christmas Carols 
It was wonderful to join as a community last Thursday for the Carols.  The students and teachers did an 
amazing job practising their songs and learning the choreography.  We thank Zoe for the time she put into 
organising the event.  

 

  

  



Volunteers’ Morning Tea 
We are very fortunate to have many wonderful volunteers at Holy Rosary.  To show our appreciation for 
your efforts in the many ways you support our school, we invite you to share morning tea with us 
tomorrow, 12 December at 9:00am.  Please rsvp to this link by 1pm today. 

 
 
Step Up Day 
On Tuesday 12 December at 11:50 all children attending Holy Rosary from P-6 will participate in Step Up 
Day.  On this occasion they will meet their new teachers and classmates in their 2024 classroom.  The 
purpose of this session is to provide a gentle introduction to 2024 classes and help alleviate any anxieties.  
Staff have spent many hours determining the best mix of students and have checked multiple times to 
ensure all students have a preferred learning buddy with them for support.  Thank you for trusting in the 
professional judgement of our teachers regarding the suitable placement of your children. 
 
  

https://forms.gle/aaxFvbB7mKjX1cup7


Staff in 2024 

Prep Navy Megan Tootil 

Prep Sky  Emily Barnes 

1/2 Navy Samantha Carbonara 

1/2 Sky Patrick Torpy 

1/2 White Lauren Dow 

3/4 Navy Clare Hudson 

3/4 Sky Gemma Burnhiem 

3/4 White Jenna Najman 

3/4 Gold John Paul Conway 

5/6 Navy Baraa Hamandi 

5/6 Sky Allison Azzopardi 

5/6 White Tarquin McRae 

Art Andrea Durand 

P.E.  Andrea Durand 

Music Zoe Tsai 

Japanese Trist Jones 

Science TBC 

Principal Christine Shaw 

Deputy Principal & Curriculum Leader Maria Sedunary 

Religious Education Leaders Michaela Mackie & Sarah Maguire 

Learning Diversity Leader Antoinette Giuffrida 

Wellbeing Leader Michaela Mackie 

Numeracy Leader Sarah Maguire 

 
We say farewell to staff who will move on this Friday.  We thank them for their many contributions to Holy 
Rosary School and most importantly for the ways they have impacted the wellbeing of those in their care.  
 
As already reported Jodie has accepted a position at St Monica’s School, Footscray and Daanja has 
accepted a position at St Mary’s Ascot Vale.  We have yet to confirm our new STEAM teacher but we will 
let you know as soon as we can confirm this position.  Evan has tendered his resignation to take up a part 
time position closer to his home.  We wish Jodie, Daanja and Evan every success and happiness in their 
new roles. 
 
We look forward to Maria returning to school in 2024.  As previously reported, Maria has been on 
extended personal leave following an accident.  She is recuperating and plans to be back on deck in 2024. 
Vicky Smith will return to Holy Rosary in second semester.  She is returning from family leave following 
the birth of her son, Jack.  Ruth will remain on leave until Semester Two.  
 
New to staff in 2024 is Baraa Hamandi who comes from Auckland, NZ.  Baraa has an impressive CV with 
excellent references, a background in science and passion for STEM.  Baraa will move to Melbourne over 
the holiday period to join family already living here.  We are delighted to welcome her to Holy Rosary and 
to Year 5/6.   

mailto:jnajman@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au
mailto:smaguire@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au


 

 
 
1 December, 2023 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
This letter is to provide you with information about our school fees and levies for the 2024 school year.  
We value you as a member of the Holy Rosary community and appreciate the contributions you are 
making towards the success of our school and your child’s education. 
 
I have consulted with our Business Manager from MACS (Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools) and 
he recommended that we increase our fees and levies for 2024.  I also acknowledge and thank School 
Advisory Council members for their input into our decisions.  As you are aware, Holy Rosary has 
maintained a low fee structure for many years.  Unfortunately, with increasing costs, the need for ongoing 
maintenance of our buildings, and the purchase of additional resources, our finances are tightly stretched. 
The increase in fees and levies will allow us to continue providing your children with the most up to date 
educational practices, technology and quality staff. 
 
School fees in 2024 will have three components;  
 

1. Family Fee  
2. Maintenance Levy, and  
3. Student Levies 

 
The Family Fee and Maintenance Levy are charged per family, while Student Levies are billed for each of 
your children depending on their year level.  The Maintenance Levy will be introduced for the first time in 
2024.  These funds will assist us to meet the costs associated with our new roof. 
 
The Family Fee for 2024 will be $2100.00 per family per year. 
The Maintenance Levy for 2024 will be $150 per family per year. 
 
To ensure our fees are affordable and that Holy Rosary School is accessible for all families the MACS 
Concessional Fee Policy outlines eligibility and a discounted fee structure.  Concessional school fees are 
available from $780 plus excursions, incursions and camps.  These families may also apply for the Camp 
Sport and Excursion Fund (CSEF) by contacting Lynette early in 2024. 
 
Student Levies cover the activities that your child will participate in throughout the year.  Levies are per 
student. Levies will also increase in 2024.  These levies are spent directly on curriculum needs including 
stationery, art materials, photocopying, excursions, camps, interschool sport, chromebooks in Years 3-6 
and Operoo.  As students in each year participate in different activities, the levy increases from Prep to 
Year 6.  We have not allocated funds for the Year 6 Graduation dinner in 2024. 
 

Year Level Levy 
Prep $750 
Year 1 $780 
Year 2 $790 
Year 3 $1040 
Year 4 $1040 
Year 5 $1120 
Year 6 $1200 

 

Using this table you can calculate your fees for the year by adding the Family Fee, Maintenance Levy and 
Student Levies applicable for your children.  For example if your children will be in Prep and Year 2, you 
will pay a Family Fee of ($2100) + maintenance fee ($150) + Prep levy ($750) + Year 2 levy ($790) = 
$3790 for the year. 
 
Fees are sent as an annual invoice but there are several payment options available: 



 
1. In three equal instalments by 22 March, June 21 and September 13; OR 
2. Annual payment of fees in full by March 22; OR 
3. Ten equal instalments from February to November on the 17th of the month 
4. Via direct debit/electronic funds transfer in instalments that work for your family. 

 
All fees must be paid by 30 November, 2024 unless a direct debit exists. 
 
Your ongoing financial contribution enables us to continue to provide rich and engaging learning activities, 
and strong pastoral support for all students.  However, we recognise that some families may be unable to 
meet the increase in fees.  As a Catholic school we will ensure that no family is turned away through 
inability to pay fees.  If you are experiencing financial difficulties, I strongly encourage you to book an 
appointment for a confidential meeting with me to make arrangements to assist your family.  Holy Rosary 
has a strong inclusion policy and we wish to ensure the very best education for all. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 

Christine Shaw 
 

 

 

  
  



Parish News 
You can access our Parish newsletter here.   

 
Public Libraries over the Holidays 
Public Libraries hold many holiday activity programs for children such as crafts, LEGO club, STEM club.  
Please go to their websites for more information. 
 
City of Melbourne Libraries  
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/community/libraries/Pages/libraries.aspx 
 
Moonee Valley Libraries Upcoming Events page 
https://libraryevents.mvcc.vic.gov.au/ 
 
Maribyrnong Library Service 
https://www.maribyrnong.vic.gov.au/library/Home 
 
State library of Victoria 
https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/ 

 

 
At Holy Rosary School all children and families are expected to be Wellbeing Warriors who look 
after the safety and wellbeing of themselves and others 
 
Front Seat is Not a Treat  
Did you know that it’s safest for children under the age of 12 to sit in the back seat?  Research shows that 
the injury risk to children aged 12 and under is nearly double in the front seat compared to the back seat, 
irrespective of restraint type.  Holy Rosary is joining forces with Kidsafe Victoria to raise awareness and 
help keep children safe when travelling in the car.  
As we approach the school holidays - a period that often involves time on the road - it’s important to 
remember that the front seat is not a treat.  Whether you are heading away on holiday or to the local park, 
it’s safest for kids under the age of 12 to sit in the back seat where possible.  
 
Booster Seats 
Booster seats play an important role in reducing the risk of serious injuries for children who are too small 
for adult seat belts by positioning the belt where it is safest - over the bony areas of the shoulder and 
pelvis - rather than over the neck or abdomen.  Most children won’t be the right size to safely use an adult 
seatbelt until they are 10-12 years of age.  
Kidsafe Victoria recommends using the ‘5-step test’ to see if your child is ready to move out of a booster 
seat into an adult seatbelt.  
 
5-Step Test:  
1. Back: Can the child sit all the way back against the vehicle seat back?  
2. Knee: Do the child's knees bend comfortably in front of the front edge of the vehicle seat?  
3. Lap belt: Is the lap belt sitting low across the hip bones touching the thighs?  
4. Sash belt: Does the sash (shoulder) belt sit across the middle of the shoulder, not on the neck or out 
near the arm?  
5. Stay: Can the child stay seated like this for the whole trip? 
 
A child can get a good seat belt fit if the answer to all of these 5 questions is yes.  For more detailed 
information on choosing, installing, and using child car restraints, including access to Kidsafe Victoria’s 
free e-learning tool, please visit www.kidsafevic.com.au/road-safety/  
 

  

https://flemkencatholic.com/bulletin
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/community/libraries/Pages/libraries.aspx
https://libraryevents.mvcc.vic.gov.au/
https://www.maribyrnong.vic.gov.au/library/Home
https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/
http://www.kidsafevic.com.au/road-safety/


Holy Rosary  Positive Behaviour for Learning 

 

Every child has the right to learn and every teacher has the right to teach.  

 

Congratulations to the PBL winners from last week: Sylvie (Prep), Sophie (Yr 2), Maeve (Yr 4), 
Grace (Yr 4), Grace (Yr 6) and Estella (Yr 5) 

 

         
Lesson Plan: Being Respectful in the Church  
Step 1: List Learning Intentions and Success Criteria  

We are learning to: show respect in the Church, with our words and our actions. 
 

It will look like students:  
• entering the church quietly and calmly 
• showing reverence and respect  
• being prayerful 
• sitting quietly  
• singing and responding when appropriate  

Step 2:  List a rationale for teaching the behaviour  
Why is it important? 

Holy Rosary School Values: Relationships, Respect, Resilience, Integrity, Kindness (highlight relevant values) 
Holy Rosary School Expectations: Safety is our right. Learning is our responsibility. Respect is our way. (highlight 
expectation)  

Step 3:  Identify examples and non-examples of the desired behaviour  
What would the behaviour look/sound like?                      What would the behaviour not look/sound like? 

Examples Non-examples 

 
• Lining up in roll order 
• Going to the toilet before Mass 
• Waiting for your teacher to cross the road 
• Walking into the church calmly and quietly 
• Sitting with your class and next to others who will 

help you stay focused 
• Singing and responding to readings 
• Praying 
• Responding appropriately when singing, clapping 
• Actively listening to the speaker 

 
• Running across the road to get to 

the church 
• Talking, laughing whilst in the 

church 
• Banging the doors  
• Running down the aisles 
• Sitting with your friend in another 

class 
• Kicking, touching, tapping pew in 

front of you 
• Long clapping and whistling, 

cheering, feet stamping  
 

 

Michaela, Student Wellbeing Leader/Antoinette, Learning Diversity Leader 

 



enrolment@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au        frontoffice@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au  

 https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/  

mailto:enrolment@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au
mailto:frontoffice@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au
https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/


https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/  

https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177


 



https://chessforschools.com.au/ 

  

https://chessforschools.com.au/


 

Speech & Drama lessons 2024 
Students who would like to commence Speech & Drama Lessons in 2024  

please follow the trybooking link to enroll in this program. 

 

Speech & Drama lessons are a fun and dynamic way of building students’ confidence in public speaking, 

communication and performance skills. Speech & Drama lessons aim to improve diction, improve voice 

projection, and develop natural expression of the spoken word.  

The course will include skills such as vocal exercises, storytelling, improvisation, presentation skills and 

drama. Fun relaxed examinations will be undertaken as part of this program in November of each year. 

The extra cost of this examination will be $30-50 depending on your child’s level and by enrolling in this 

program you agree for your child to take part in an examination.  

 

Timetabling and lesson times 

Year 1 to 6 classes are 30minutes in duration and are conducted during school hours on Fridays. To avoid 

missing the same class, lesson times will vary from week to week rotating on Fridays. 

Each student is required to bring a plastic display folder to every lesson. 

 

Fees for 8 Lessons per Term 1   

 

Group of four or more  $195.00  

 

Make up lessons.  

It is the responsibility of the student to attend lessons, however if a student is unable to attend a 

timetabled lesson, a make- up lesson will be arranged where possible, subject to the teacher being 

notified in advance. (One week’s notice is required. Absences without notice will not be made up which is in line 

with current industrial law whereby the teacher is entitled to a full days’ salary once he/she is contracted to teach.) 

 

 

Speech & Drama Lessons 2024- Term 1 Holy Rosary PS 

 

To enroll in the Speech & Drama program please follow the link below to ensure a place for Term 1 

 

 

 

Term 1 Speech & Drama  

  

https://www.trybooking.com/CNPVW
https://www.trybooking.com/CLNBE


  



 
 
TeamKids have another amazing Summer Holiday program planned! 
  
Come along and experience the TeamKids difference: 
•  Learn new skills and make new friends 
• Qualified and REMARKABLE Educators 
• Digital detox with our no screens policy 
• Delicious and nutritious morning and afternoon snacks 
• CCS-approved care 
  
Head to teamkids.com.au to secure your spot! 

 

 

 

 
 

http://teamkids.com.au/


 



 

 



 

 

 



 


