
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Advent Week 1 
 

Let us awaken from our slumber!  
Let us try to ask ourselves: am I aware of what I am 
living, am I alert, am I awake?  

Do I try to recognise God’s presence in daily situations, 
or am I distracted and a little overwhelmed by things? 

               Pope Francis, Angelus 27 November 2022 

 
 

 
Yesterday the Advent season began.  Advent is a Latin word meaning ‘coming’ and it marks the new 
liturgical year in the Christian calendar.  It is a time of reflection, hope, and joyful preparation for the 
celebration of the birth of Christ.  In this time leading up to Christmas we focus on the four themes of 
hope, peace, joy and love.  As part of this Church season at Holy Rosary we encourage students to 
recognise the needs of others and to appreciate their own good fortune by participating in our ‘Share the 
Joy’ campaign.  
 
2023 Family Fun Day - a final request from you 
A quick reminder, we would appreciate it if you can provide any feedback on the event via the event 
survey here, it only takes 5 minutes and will be very useful for us.   
 
Last day finishes at 1 pm 
Please be reminded that school finishes at 1:00pm on Friday 15 December.  TeamKids will commence at 
1:00pm for those requiring the service. 
 

Fortnight at  a glance 

Tuesday 5 December 12:15 pm Prep 2024 Orientation #3 

Thursday 7 December 2 - 4pm Carols 

Monday 11 December 9am Parents Coffee Catch Up 

Monday 11 December Prep Excursion 

Tuesday 12 December 9am Volunteers’ Morning Tea 

Tuesday 12 December Step Up Day 

Thursday 14 December 5pm Year 6 Graduation Liturgy  

Friday 15 December Last Day for Students, ends at 1 pm 

  

 Monday 

 4 December 2023 

 Week 10  Term 4 

Holy Rosary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and protection of all children in our care. 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/AYqiRpf9n8
https://forms.office.com/e/AYqiRpf9n8


For Your 2024 Calendar… 

2024  

Monday 29 January Staff return.  Office opens 

Tuesday 30 January 8:45 -12:00 Preps start Tuesday 

Tuesday 30 January 9:00 – 11:00 Come and Meet My Teacher Session 

Wednesday 31 January 8:50 – 3:15 pm P – 6 students attend 

Wednesday 7 February Prep RDO 1 

Wednesday 14 February Prep RDO 2 

Wednesday 21 February Prep RDO 3 

Wednesday 28 February Prep RDO 4 

Monday 11 March  Labour Day 

Thursday 28 March 1 pm Term 1 finishes 

Monday 15 April Term 2 begins 

Thursday 25 April ANZAC Day 

Friday 26 April Student Free Day 

Friday 28 June 1 pm Term 2 finishes 

Monday 15 July Term 3 begins 

Sunday 11 August 2pm Confirmation at Holy Rosary Church 

Friday 20 September 1 pm Term 3 finishes 

Monday 7 October Term 4 begins 

Monday 4 November Student Free Day 

Tuesday 5 November Melbourne Cup Day 

Tuesday 17 December 1 pm Term 4 finishes 

* Student Free Days for curriculum 1 per term TBA 
* Eucharist and Reconciliation TBA 
 

  



Share the Joy 
Our beautiful Holy Rosary tradition of providing Christmas Hampers is continuing again 
this year.  You are invited to join us in supporting our parish’s St Vincent de Paul group, 
by donating festive food to make Christmas hampers.  The Kensington Vinnies group will 
distribute the hampers to needy families in our neighbourhood.  This act of kindness will 
provide families, not only with some tasty food for the Christmas season, but also with a 
sense that someone cares.  Let’s shine our Holy Rosary light brightly to those in our local 
community! 

Families, please use this opportunity to speak with your children about the spirit of giving.  You could 
encourage them to be part of the process by giving up some of their money or treat foods, to purchase 
something special for our hampers.  Alternatively, they could do extra jobs around the home to earn 
money to buy food.   
 

Prep - Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 

Christmas cake 
Chocolates 

Longlife custard 
Fruit mince pies 

Shortbread 
Jelly crystals 

Tinned ham (no SPAM) 
Savoury biscuits 
Packet of chips 

Cranberry, mint or apple sauce 
Sachets of gravy 

Christmas pudding 
Hand lotion 

Christmas decoration 
Confectionery stocking 

Packet of lollies 

Here’s what to do:  

1.    Purchase the item  
2.    Your child can deliver to their classroom (no need to wrap) 
3.    Year 5/6 students collect items and prepare the hampers  
 
 

 
Fees 
We thank families who have paid their fees in full or have organised a direct debit to cover their fees.  As a 
not for profit, fee payments are critical to our operation. 
Some families are yet to pay school fees for this year.  It is expected that fees are paid in full by 11 
December unless you have a direct debit organised.  I thank you if you have already made contact to 
discuss your late payment or inability to meet your commitment.  
 
If you are not able to meet this commitment, it is an expectation as part of our enrolment agreement that 
you make contact with Christine to discuss a payment plan.  We will always assist families in financial 
need.  A link to our MACS concessional fee policy is attached here.  
 
https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Concessional-Fee-Policy-for-
Primary-Schools-2023.pdf 
 
Next year there will be a change in our fee structure and a fee increase to help accommodate some 
necessary expenditure, including a new roof.  Please see the letter below for further details. 
 
Family in Need 
Last week we reported that a family in our community required some support.  The response from our HR 
community was phenomenal and we had the required meals in a very short time, and further follow up 
from several families who offered support in a number of ways.  Thank you for your kindness.  Please 
keep this family in your prayers and if additional support is required we will make further contact.  
 
Reports  
Students reports will be issued to families via the nForma portal on Monday 11 December. 
There is also the option for families to have a final interview for 2023.  This may be done by contacting 
your teacher directly to organise a mutually convenient time. 
 
 

https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Concessional-Fee-Policy-for-Primary-Schools-2023.pdf
https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Concessional-Fee-Policy-for-Primary-Schools-2023.pdf


Parent Teacher Interviews 2024 
Next year the schedule for reporting will change by moving the end of Term 2 interview to the conclusion 
of Term 1.  This table provides an outline of the reporting process in 2023 compared to 2024. 

 
 2023 2024 

Getting to Know You Interviews  Term 1 

Parent Teacher Interview Term 2 Term 1 

Written Report  Term 2 and Term 4 Term 2 and Term 4 

Final Interview (optional) Term 4  Term 4 

 

Volunteers’ Morning Tea 
We are very fortunate to have many wonderful volunteers at Holy Rosary.  To show our appreciation for 
your efforts in the many ways you support our school, we invite you to share morning tea with us on 
Tuesday 12 December at 9:00am.  An invitation is in this newsletter and on Facebook.   
Please rsvp to this link. 

 

 
  
Healthy Family Series 

Tackling Tricky Conversations - A Guide for Parents & Carers 
Presenter: Carley McGauran (psychologist & parent) 
Link: https://youtu.be/MyW946ZsSo8 
(Available to view until 17 December) 

Links 
School Website 
https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/ 
  
School Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177 
  

Parish News 
You can access our Parish newsletter here. 
 

Mass and Assembly Schedule  

https://forms.gle/aaxFvbB7mKjX1cup7
https://mailtrack.io/link/df6a4db0d0484acb308bbdf88d45ee41383dfbed?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FMyW946ZsSo8&userId=6242814&signature=d10b7b7174cb60f9&i=a24cf8d1-f7a1-44ee-9d51-dee8204d0e83
https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177
https://flemkencatholic.com/bulletin


Assembly: Mondays  
Assembly begins at 2:50 in the Hall.  

Bags packed and lined up in class lines area. 
Parents are most welcome to join us. 

 Mass: Fridays 
Mass begins at 9:15am.  

Classes should be seated by 9:10am. 
Parents are most welcome to join us. 

Term 4  Assembly and Mass Schedule 

Date Class  Date Class 

4 December Prep 
 

8 December 3/4S 

11 December N/A 
 

15 December  
Time to be advised 

P-6 

  
From Library 
2023/24 BIG Summer Read  
It is a Victorian Statewide Reading Program which will be held during 1 December 2023 - 31 January 
2024. 
Research has identified a phenomenon known as the ‘summer slide’, which refers to the loss of literacy 
skills over the summer holidays when children do not read—estimated on average as the equivalent of 

two to three months of reading proficiency. Loss of reading proficiency is most acute 
in children from economically disadvantaged communities. 
The BIG Summer Read, developed by the Children’s and Youth 
Services Special Interest Group (CYS SIG) aims to slow the slide by 
engaging children and their families in a fun and dynamic campaign 
supported by Beanstack, a user-friendly website (with an intuitive 
mobile app) that makes it easy to register, track reading and earn 
digital ‘badges’ as rewards for reaching reading milestones. 
Go to the website and follow the prompt to registar. 

https://www.plv.org.au/projects/big-summer-read/ 
 

 
 

 

 

  

https://www.plv.org.au/projects/big-summer-read/


Wellbeing 
At Holy Rosary School all children and families are expected to be Wellbeing Warriors who look 
after the safety and wellbeing of themselves and others 
 
There is a strong case to be made for doing random acts of kindness, and an even stronger case for doing 
intentional acts of kindness! Helping others has been associated with a range of feel-good emotions and 
works towards developing positive mental health and wellbeing.  
Helping others has been proven to reduce stress levels and promote feelings of happiness, calm and 
generosity.  And it’s because of these positive feelings that makes you want to help others more often.   
Focusing on someone else, even for a short amount of time, helps to reduce the amount of time you 
spend thinking about the stressors in your own life, hence leading to better mental health.  The more time 
you devote to helping others, the more your mental health will be impacted positively.  
Christmas is the perfect time to reach out to people in your community who might need support.  Thinking 
about the communities we belong to; family, friendship groups, school, sporting clubs and local 
communities.  During this season of Advent, we are encouraging students to use their own money to buy 
something for our Vinnies Christmas hampers.  We understand that this is not always possible, however, 
we believe it would be a more powerful learning experience for our students.  We talk about showing 
kindness through our actions at school.  What better way for children to develop a better understanding of 
what this means and also to feel good about themselves, than through this act of service. 
 

 
We have created a Kindness Advent Calendar that you and your children are welcome to follow.  You can 
find it just outside the front office. 
 
Book of the Week 

 
Kindness by Zanni Louise and Missy Turner, is a beautiful and modern book all 
about acts of kindness.  It shows children just how easy it is to engage in small 
or big acts of kindness and how it can help those around us.  
We have this book in our library if you would like to borrow it.  
 

 

 

  

https://www.zannilouise.com/
https://www.missyturner.com/


Holy Rosary  Positive Behaviour for Learning 

 

Every child has the right to learn and every teacher has the right to teach.  

 

             Holy Rosary  Positive Behaviour for Learning 

Lesson Plan for Positive Dispositions for Learning 

Step 1: List Learning Intentions and Success Criteria 
We are learning to: explain what dispositions help me to be a responsible learner and what I can do to 
develop those dispositions. We are learning to explain what empathy, self control and initiative mean. 

 
What it looks like: It will look like students listing learning dispositions and explaining what they mean, 
what they look like and how we can use them in the classroom.   

Step 2:  List a rationale for teaching the behaviour  
Why is it important?  

Holy Rosary School Values: Relationships, Respect, Resilience, Integrity, Kindness (highlight relevant values) 
Holy Rosary School Expectations: Safety is our right. Learning is our responsibility. Respect is our way. 
(highlight) 

 
Learning dispositions are innate in all of us, some more so than others. For example, I might be really 
good at seeing something that needs to be done and getting it done without being asked to. Or I might 
be really good at understanding other people's feelings, which then helps me to develop positive 
relationships with them. Dispositions help us to learn the best we can and manage ourselves and our 
relationships effectively.   

Step 3:  Identify examples and non-examples of the desired behaviour  
What would the behaviour look/sound like?                      What would the behaviour not look/sound like? 

Examples Non-examples 

• Seeing something that needs to be 
done and doing it without being asked 

• Trying new things 
• Taking risks 
• Understanding how other people might 

be feeling 
• Putting yourself in someone else’s 

shoes 
• Relating to other people  
• Managing your emotions 
• Managing your impulses  

• Sitting back and letting everyone else do things for 
you 

• Only doing things your comfortable with, not trying 
new things 

• Only thinking about yourself and your feelings, 
rather than how others might be feeling 

• Not giving work a go when you think it’s ‘too hard’ 
• Only telling one side of the story and not thinking 

about why someone else may have behaved in a 
certain way 

• Getting upset without trying to use any strategies 
to calm down 

• Saying and doing things without thinking first  

 

 

 
Michaela, Student Wellbeing Leader/Antoinette, Learning Diversity Leader 
  



 

 
 
1 December, 2023 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
This letter is to provide you with information about our school fees and levies for the 2024 school year.  
We value you as a member of the Holy Rosary community and appreciate the contributions you are 
making towards the success of our school and your child’s education. 
 
I have consulted with our Business Manager from MACS(Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools) and 
he recommended that we increase our fees and levies for 2024.  I also acknowledge and thank School 
Advisory Council members for their input into our decisions.  As you are aware, Holy Rosary has 
maintained a low fee structure for many years.  Unfortunately, with increasing costs, the need for ongoing 
maintenance of our buildings, and the purchase of additional resources, our finances are tightly stretched. 
The increase in fees and levies will allow us to continue providing your children with the most up to date 
educational practices, technology and quality staff. 
 
School fees in 2024 will have three components;  
 
1. Family Fee  
2. Maintenance Levy, and  
3. Student Levies 
 
The Family Fee and Maintenance Levy are charged per family, while Student Levies are billed for each of 
your children depending on their year level.  The Maintenance Levy will be introduced for the first time in 
2024.  These funds will assist us to meet the costs associated with our new roof. 
 
The Family Fee for 2024 will be $2100.00 per annum plus levies. 
 
To ensure our fees are affordable and that Holy Rosary School is accessible for all families the MACS 
Concessional Fee Policy outlines eligibility and a discounted fee structure.  Concessional school fees are 
available from $780 plus excursions, incursions and camps.  These families may also apply for the Camp 
Sport and Excursion Fund (CSEF) by contacting Lynette early in 2024. 
 
Student Levies cover the activities that your child will participate in throughout the year.  Levies are per 
student.  Levies will also increase in 2024.  These levies are spent directly on curriculum needs including 
stationery, art materials, photocopying, excursions, camps, interschool sport, chromebooks in Years 3-6 
and Operoo.  As students in each year participate in different activities, the levy increases from Prep to 
Year 6.  We have not allocated funds for the Year 6 Graduation dinner in 2024. 
 
Year Level Levy 
Prep $750 
Year 1 $780 
Year 2 $790 
Year 3 $1040 
Year 4 $1040 
Year 5 $1120 
Year 6 $1200 

 
Using this table you can calculate your fees for the year by adding the Family Fee, Maintenance Levy and 
Student Levies applicable for your children.  For example if your children will be in Prep and Year 2, you 
will pay a Family Fee of ($2100) + maintenance fee ($150) + Prep levy ($750) + Year 2 levy ($790) = 
$3790 for the year. 
 
Fees are sent as an annual invoice but there are several payment options available: 



 

 
1. In three equal instalments by 22 March, June 21 and September 13; OR 
2. Annual payment of fees in full by March 22; OR 
3. Ten equal instalments from February to November on the 17th of the month 
4. Via direct debit/electronic funds transfer in instalments that work for your family. 

 
All fees must be paid by 30 November, 2024 unless a direct debit exists. 
 
Your ongoing financial contribution enables us to continue to provide rich and engaging learning activities, 
and strong pastoral support for all students.  However, we recognise that some families may be unable to 
meet the increase in fees.  As a Catholic school we will ensure that no family is turned away through 
inability to pay fees.  If you are experiencing financial difficulties, I strongly encourage you to book an 
appointment for a confidential meeting with me to make arrangements to assist your family.  Holy Rosary 
has a strong inclusion policy and we wish to ensure the very best education for all. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 

Christine Shaw 
 

 



enrolment@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au        frontoffice@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au  

 https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/  

mailto:enrolment@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au
mailto:frontoffice@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au
https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/


https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/  

https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177


 



https://chessforschools.com.au/ 

  

https://chessforschools.com.au/


 

Speech & Drama lessons 2024 
Students who would like to commence Speech & Drama Lessons in 2024  

please follow the trybooking link to enroll in this program. 

 

Speech & Drama lessons are a fun and dynamic way of building students’ confidence in public speaking, 

communication and performance skills. Speech & Drama lessons aim to improve diction, improve voice 

projection, and develop natural expression of the spoken word.  

The course will include skills such as vocal exercises, storytelling, improvisation, presentation skills and 

drama. Fun relaxed examinations will be undertaken as part of this program in November of each year. 

The extra cost of this examination will be $30-50 depending on your child’s level and by enrolling in this 

program you agree for your child to take part in an examination.  

 

Timetabling and lesson times 

Year 1 to 6 classes are 30minutes in duration and are conducted during school hours on Fridays. To avoid 

missing the same class, lesson times will vary from week to week rotating on Fridays. 

Each student is required to bring a plastic display folder to every lesson. 

 

Fees for 8 Lessons per Term 1   

 

Group of four or more  $195.00  

 

Make up lessons.  

It is the responsibility of the student to attend lessons, however if a student is unable to attend a 

timetabled lesson, a make- up lesson will be arranged where possible, subject to the teacher being 

notified in advance. (One week’s notice is required. Absences without notice will not be made up which is in line 

with current industrial law whereby the teacher is entitled to a full days’ salary once he/she is contracted to teach.) 

 

 

Speech & Drama Lessons 2024- Term 1 Holy Rosary PS 

 

To enroll in the Speech & Drama program please follow the link below to ensure a place for Term 1 

 

 

 

Term 1 Speech & Drama  

  

https://www.trybooking.com/CNPVW
https://www.trybooking.com/CLNBE


TeamKids Update 
  
We’ve been having so much FUN here at TeamKids! 
From our out-of-this-world celebration for Space Week to our SPOOKTACULAR Halloween Party, we’ve 
made so many awesome memories. 
Let the FUN continue…we’re bringing the TK magic to all our end of year celebrations! 
  
Attached you’ll also find our TeamKids Newsletter. 
We kindly ask you to share this with your school community via your newsletter or any other digital 
portals.   
teamkids.com.au 

 

 

https://teamkids.com.au/


 
TeamKids have another amazing Summer Holiday program planned! 
  
Come along and experience the TeamKids difference: 
•  Learn new skills and make new friends 
• Qualified and REMARKABLE Educators 
• Digital detox with our no screens policy 
• Delicious and nutritious morning and afternoon snacks 
• CCS-approved care 
  
Head to teamkids.com.au to secure your spot! 

 

 

 

 
 

http://teamkids.com.au/


 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 
As part of the City of Melbourne Christmas Festival, The Royal Society of Victoria - Geography Victoria 
have organised  FREE Christmas Treasure Hunts for families, individuals and teams. 
This event is supported by the CIty of Melbourne. 
Date: Sunday 10 December 
Time: 9.30am - 3.30pm 
Register Here 

https://rsv.org.au/events/melbourne-christmas-treasure-hunts-2023/

