
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Love in Action 
Last week the Leadership Team’s ‘Love in Action’ project of selling icy poles raised $148 for Project 
Compassion.  On Thursday our efforts were far surpassed by Year 3/4 students who ran a very successful 
student disco at lunch time and raised a further $259.65.  Not only were their fundraising efforts 
commendable, they also brought joy, energy and enthusiasm through their project. 
 
Disco photos  

 
 

Fortnight at  a glance 

Wednesday 28 February Prep RDO 4 

Friday 1 March 3:15 pm 
Project Compassion Secondhand book and toy stall by 5/6 
students 

  

 Monday 

 26 February 2024 

 Week 5  Term 1 

Holy Rosary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and protection of all children in our care. 

 



2024  

Monday 11 March Labour Day 

Monday 11 March   Catholic Education Week 

Wednesday 13 March Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN Writing 

Thursday 14 March Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN Reading 

Friday 15 March Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN Language Conventions 

Friday 15 March 6:00 – 7:30 pm Family Disco 

Monday 18 Marcch Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN Numeracy 

Thursday 21 March Harmony Day (Wear orange) 

Sunday 24 March Palm Sunday 

Tuesday March 26 12pm Reconciliation at Holy Rosary Church 

Wednesday 27 March Athletics Day Aberfeldie Park 

Thursday 28 March 1 pm Term 1 finishes (Casual clothes) 

Monday 15 April 8:50 am Term 2 begins 

Thursday 18 April School photos 

Thursday 25 April ANZAC Day 

Friday 26 April Student Free Day 

Thursday 9 May 7:30 am Mother’s Day Celebration 

Friday 17 May 3:15 – 5:30 pm Holy Rosary Science Fair 

Sunday 19 May Muscular Dystrophy Run for Strength 2024 

Tuesday 11 and Wednesday 12 June 3/4 Camp 

Saturday 15 June 5:30 pm First Eucharist at Holy Rosary Church 

Friday 28 June 1 pm Term 2 finishes (Casual clothes) 

Monday 15 July 8:50 am Term 3 begins 

Wednesday 7 August  5/6 Camp 

Sunday 11 August 2pm Confirmation at Holy Rosary Church 

Friday 23 August Book Week Parade 

Friday 20 September 1 pm Term 3 finishes (Casual clothes) 

Monday 7 October 8:50 am Term 4 begins 

Monday 4 November Student Free Day 

Tuesday 5 November Melbourne Cup Day 

Tuesday 17 December 1 pm Term 4 finishes (Casual clothes) 

* Student Free Days for curriculum 1 per term TBA 
* Eucharist and Reconciliation TBA 
 
 



Commissioning Liturgy  
Last Monday we formally introduced our Year 6 leaders, those elected to formal school leadership 
positions and Student Representative Council members.  We are proud of all these students and look 
forward to their many and varied contributions in 2024.  Congratulations to you all!  
 
Sacrament Dates 2024 
This year all sacraments will be held at Holy Rosary Church.  Please put these dates in your diary if your 
child is celebrating one of the following: 

Reconciliation - Tuesday March 26 at 12pm 
First Eucharist - Saturday June 15 at 5.30pm 
Confirmation -  Sunday August 11 at 2pm 

 
Assembly Update 2024 
Parents are warmly invited to our weekly assemblies which are held on Monday afternoons in the hall.  
This term we will trial moving from our lines when the bell rings at 2:30pm and making our way directly to 
the hall.  We aim to be ready for a 2:35pm start.  
 
Author of the Week 
Year 5/6 children have been refining their persuasive writing skills.  Please enjoy Maeve’s outstanding text 
on the merits of cooking.   

 
  



Student Leadership 
Each of you should use whatever gifts you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's 
grace in its various forms.  Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.  
1Peter 4:10-11 
 
The role of student leaders is to actively look for ways to help other students and staff flourish in their 
learning and teaching, and to help them grow and feel connected to our school community.  Student 
leaders look for ways to show leadership in everyday situations and help with organisation around the 
school.  
 
Student leaders are guided by our school expectations; Safety is our Right, Learning is our Responsibility 
and Respect is our Way.  They also strive to live by our school values; relationships, integrity, resilience, 
respect and kindness.  Therefore, they are exemplary role models for their peers and for younger children. 
 
Student leaders 

 
 
Student Representatives Council (SRC)  members 

 

 
 
Prep Enrolments 2025 
Enrolments are now open for Prep 2025.  If you have a child to start next year please collect an enrolment 
form from the office or download from the website.   

https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-information/160-2/


 
NAPLAN 2024 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
is a literacy and numeracy assessment that students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 
9 sit each year.  It is the only national assessment all Australian students 
have the opportunity to undertake.  Students sit assessments in writing, 
reading, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) 
and numeracy.  The questions assess content linked to the Australian 
Curriculum: English and Mathematics.  All government and non-
government education authorities contribute to the development of NAPLAN test materials.  Parents of 
Year 3 and 5 students will soon receive a brochure from ACARA explaining necessary information.  Any 
questions can be directed to classroom teachers or Maria. 
 
The NAPLAN test window for 2024 is open from Wednesday 13 March - Monday 25 March.  
 
Our timetable for the children sitting the Naplan tests is as follows: 

Wednesday 13 March: Writing 
Thursday 14 March:  Reading 
Friday 15 March:  Language Conventions 
Monday 18 March:  Numeracy 

All tests in each of the subject areas, for both Year 3 and Year 5 students, will begin at 9:30am.  
 
We have set aside Tuesday 19 March - Monday 25 March as our ‘catch-up’ days for tests also beginning 
at 9:30am.  These catch-up sessions are for children who were absent during the scheduled first week 
timetable. 
 
We have purchased headphones for the children to use during the NAPLAN tests.  These will be used 
during class sessions and beyond NAPLAN.  The children will receive these shortly. 
 
Headphones serve two vital purposes: 

1. To block out the ambient noise during the tests 
2. Some of the items on the tests have audio accompanying the questions and students need to 

listen for the prompts 

 
Inform and Empower 
Last year we joined ‘Inform and Empower’ to help teach our children about cyber safety.  We have 
continued these lessons in 2024.  There’s an interactive online lesson each term for Year 1-6 students. 
Please read the parent tip sheets to help you continue these important conversations at home.  
 
Holy Rosary Science Fair 2024 
Great news, we will be hosting the annual Holy Rosary Science Fair again this year.  Our school Science 
Fair is the platform we use to determine which students will go through to the Science Talent Search held 
later this year (a state wide competition).  The Holy Rosary Science Fair is open to all students from Prep 
to Year Six.  
 
The Holy Rosary Science Fair will take place on Friday May 17 from 3.15 - 5.30pm in our hall.  All projects 
are due to school by Wednesday 8 May, so that students can present their projects to their classes to be 
judged for the STS, ahead of the science fair.  
 
Find more information about the Holy Rosary Science Fair and the entry form here. 
  

https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/February-26-Science-Fair-2024-newsletter-and-sign-up-form.pdf


Stepping Into Secondary School.. an investigation 
 

 

From time to time, parents ask how well we prepare our children for secondary 
school.  Inevitably, the topic of homework arises.  So…we investigated!  Year 7 
coordinators from our feeder schools report that the Holy Rosary kids easily transition to 
secondary school life.  First term of Year 7 presents challenges, for some more than 
others, no matter which school they have come from or whether or not their primary school 
assigned homework.  Holy Rosary children have traditionally shown resilience and 
perseverance, making the transition relatively smooth.  As for the question of homework, 
Year 7 teachers believe it’s their job to develop the necessary skills of their students to 
adjust to the life of homework, not the primary school.  They see it as their responsibility to 
teach the expectations of their particular school as expectations vary greatly depending on 
the school setting.  As long as families have a set routine for nightly reading and perhaps 
playing times table games, the teachers of Year 7 will take care of the rest!  

Links 
School Website 
https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/ 
  
School Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177 

 
Parish News 
You can access our Parish newsletter here FlemKen Catholic.  
 

  

https://www.hrkensington.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100046520094177
https://flemkencatholic.com/bulletin


Around the Classrooms. 
This week we feature the magnificent learning in Year 3/4.  
 
They have had a wonderful start to the year, quickly settling into routines and getting to know their 
classmates. 
Literacy 
The 3/4s were very excited to have handwriting sessions led by our Deputy Principal Maria to begin 
joining letters.  They were introduced to the ‘a’ family and modelled the correct starting and exit points and 
how to join letters with diagonal and touch joins.  With lots of practice and encouragement over the next 
few weeks, we are looking forward to watching their handwriting progress.  Over the term, we will be 
exposing students to rich texts, and exploring how writers engage readers to support children to develop 
their writing skills. 

 
Each of the classes has been visiting the library to choose books to read at home and in the classroom. 
Children revisited how to choose a ‘just right’ book and began stamina reading.  We encourage the 
children to also stamina read at home.  
 
Mathematics 
Our first topic for Term One is number sense and place value.  We’ve been investigating the use and 
properties of numbers.  Recognising, modelling and representing numbers and using place value to solve 
problems. 

    
 

 

 

 

 

  



Inquiry 
Our topic for Inquiry this term is ‘We are Australian’.  Students will explore 

the significance of Country and Place to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples, and investigate the local community and how it has changed over 

time.  They will look at the roles people of diverse backgrounds have played 

in Australia and how they have contributed to the local community.  

 

 

 

Religion 
During Religious Education students will explore how they’ve been called to be 
responsible stewards for God’s creation.  What gifts have they been given?  
How can they share these gifts? 
They will Interpret and analyse scripture and continue to develop an 
understanding of the importance of prayer. 
 

 
 

We began the term sharing stories about Project Compassion which is Caritas Australia’s main annual 
fundraising campaign.  It encourages Australians to raise much-needed funds to help alleviate poverty, 
promote justice and uphold dignity in the most vulnerable and marginalised communities in the world.  
Held during Lent, the six-week period before Easter, fundraising activities and events are held to support 
Caritas Australia’s programs both overseas and here in Australia. 
 
On Thursday the 3/4 classes hosted a disco in the school hall to raise funds for Project Compassion. 
Students from Prep to Six put on their dancing shoes and enjoyed a lunchtime of singing, dancing and 
games.  We raised $259 for Project Compassion.  Thank you to everyone who participated and donated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Digital Safety 
The 3/4s had their first Inform and Empower session on digital safety and well being.  They have all been 
allocated chromebooks to use in the classroom.  Each class has explored the importance of digital safety. 
We look forward to using our chromebooks in class, with programs such as Typing Club and Times Table 
Rockstars.   
 

 
 

Year 5/6 ‘Love in Action’ Project 
As part of Holy Rosary's theme 'Love in Action' the 5/6 students are holding a secondhand book and toy 
stall on Friday 1st March at 3:15pm in the yard. 
Prices range from 50c- $2.00.  
 

All the money raised will go to Project Compassion.  
Come and buy a bargain and support Caritas Australia! 

 

Mass and Assembly Schedule  

Assembly: Mondays  
Assembly begins at 2:35 in the Hall.  
Bags packed and left in classrooms 

 Mass: Fridays 
Mass begins at 9:15am. Classes should be seated by 

9:10am 

Term 1  Assembly and Mass Schedule 

Date Class  Date Class 

Week 5 / 26th Feb 1/2 White 
 

Week 5 / 1st March 3/4 Gold 

Week 6 / 4th March 5/6 Sky 
 

Week 6 / 8th March 1/2 Navy 

Week 7 / 11th March Labour Day 
 

Week 7 / 15th 
March 

Mass at St Pat’s Cathedral 

Week 8 / 18th March 5/6White 
 

Week 8 / 22nd 
March 

Prep Sky 

Week 9 / 25th March 3/4Navy 
 

Week 9 / 29th 
March 

N/A 

 

  



Wellbeing 
At Holy Rosary School all children and families are expected to be Wellbeing Warriors who look 
after the safety and wellbeing of themselves and others 
 
The brain is an incredible organ; a squishy, soft mass that somehow keeps us alive!  The brain is made up 
of different parts and each of those parts are responsible for different functions.  When we go through 
stressful events or events that make us feel anxious, there are three main parts that are activated; the 
frontal lobe, the limbic brain and the brain stem. 
 
The frontal lobe is sometimes known as the ‘thinking brain’.  It is responsible for thinking, planning, making 
decisions, managing big emotions and problem solving.  The frontal lobe is the last part of the brain to 
develop, so often people who are neurodiverse or have a developmental delay, have some challenges in 
these areas.  
The limbic brain incorporates the amygdala and is also known as the ‘emotional brain’.  This is responsible 
for feelings and emotions, memory and alerting you to danger.  In people who develop anxiety disorders, 
their amygdala starts to detect danger and stays in a heightened state when there is actually no danger 
around.  
The brain stem, also known as the ‘survival brain’ controls your heart rate, breathing, sleep, hunger, 
survival reflexes and keeps you safe if there is danger.  
 
Understanding how these parts of the brain work can help children to understand why they feel/react or 
act in certain ways.  The poster below may be helpful for you to discuss with your children at home.  Our 
book recommendation this week also helps children to understand the brain better in relation to anxiety.  

 
 
Book of the Week 

This book helps children to understand why they feel the way they do when they 
feel anxious.  Understanding how the brain works and why we feel the way we do 
can help us to manage our anxiety.  
 

 
https://www.heysigmund.com/products/hey-warrior/ 
  

https://www.heysigmund.com/products/hey-warrior/


Holy Rosary  Positive Behaviour for Learning 

 

Every child has the right to learn and every teacher has the right to teach.  

 

This week our PBL lesson is about revisiting our transitions and lining up routine.  We used observational 
data to identify the need to revisit this lesson, as our students aren’t transitioning smoothly. The idea of 
having school expectations around transitions is to set students up for learning.  
We are starting a Transitions Challenge this week.  Classes will collect stars as they transition throughout 

the school following our school expectations which can then be used to claim a prize.  

 
 

 
Michaela, Student Wellbeing Leader/Antoinette, Learning Diversity Leader  



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR MEMBERS OF THE HR CHOIR: 
 
It was so wonderful to see the enthusiasm students displayed during the choir audition.  
We had an excellent time trying out some singing warmups and songs, and we ended up with 33 students 
in our choir!  
 
Choir Leaders: Estella, Keinan, Maggie, Hlina, Violet 
 
Members: Cooper, Jack, Margot, Nissa, Declan, Harper, Eva, Emma, Maisie, Zara, Emily, Ivy, Sascha, 
Mali, Evie, Maeve, Jemima, Nora, Eva, Ruby, Harriet, Sofia, Grace, Mycah, Mikaela, Addie, Elizabeth, 
Sena 
 
Rehearsal information: 
 

1. Our first rehearsal is 28 February (this Wednesday), first break in the Music room.  
 
 

2. We will have one choir rehearsal every two weeks, so our next rehearsal date is 13 March.  
 
 

3. It is important that students attend every choir rehearsal so they are ready for upcoming 
performances.  

 
I am looking forward to having a great year ahead with our choir!  
Band audition results will be announced in next week’s newsletter.   

 

 
TERM ONE MUSIC CHALLENGE 
 
This term, students are invited to participate in an 
optional Music challenge outside of regular Music 
lessons.  The information about the challenge is 
detailed in the poster attached, and students are 
welcome to submit an entry as an individual, or in 
pairs.  This challenge is open to students from year 
1-6. 
 
Entries must be submitted anytime before 21st of 
March (Thursday) at 3:15pm.  There are students 
who have already submitted a design this week, and 
it is looking amazing so far!  If you have any 
questions, feel free to contact Zoe via email: 
ztsai@hrkensington.catholic.edu.au 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Zoe Tsai, Music Teacher 



 

https://youtu.be/FijGugxMjNk?si=2geOTZviEQYEShqe
https://youtu.be/ga-0L2e8tVM?si=IxsG5Zm9Y7J8J2I9
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://youtu.be/FijGugxMjNk?si=2geOTZviEQYEShqe
https://youtu.be/FijGugxMjNk?si=2geOTZviEQYEShqe
https://youtu.be/ga-0L2e8tVM?si=IxsG5Zm9Y7J8J2I9
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://youtu.be/FijGugxMjNk?si=2geOTZviEQYEShqe
https://youtu.be/ga-0L2e8tVM?si=IxsG5Zm9Y7J8J2I9
https://youtu.be/ga-0L2e8tVM?si=IxsG5Zm9Y7J8J2I9
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://youtu.be/FijGugxMjNk?si=2geOTZviEQYEShqe
https://youtu.be/ga-0L2e8tVM?si=IxsG5Zm9Y7J8J2I9
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://youtu.be/FijGugxMjNk?si=2geOTZviEQYEShqe
https://youtu.be/ga-0L2e8tVM?si=IxsG5Zm9Y7J8J2I9
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/


 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
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https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
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https://www.esafety.gov.au/


 



 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 
holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-48063768-holy#/ 
 

mailto:holyrosaryfundraising@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-48063768-holy#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-48063768-holy#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-48063768-holy#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0845ADAF2AA7FF2-48063768-holy#/


 
https://www.footytips.com.au/comps/Holy_Rosary_Footy_Tipping_2024?p=HR2024 
https://footytips.com.au/ 
 

https://www.footytips.com.au/comps/Holy_Rosary_Footy_Tipping_2024?p=HR2024
https://footytips.com.au/
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Wildlife Day at TeamKids 
 

  

It'll be ROARING FUN on Wildlife Day! 

Hop, slither & fly into a day at TeamKids. 

Book NOW - www.teamkids.com.au/venues 

 Chat to your DOS to find out when your venue will be celebrating 
 

http://www.teamkids.com.au/venues


 
  



 

 
https://chessforschools.com.au/ 

  

https://chessforschools.com.au/


  

Speech & Drama lessons 2024 
Students who would like to commence Speech & Drama Lessons in 2024 

please follow the trybooking link to enroll in this program. 
  

Speech & Drama lessons are a fun and dynamic way of building students’ confidence in public speaking, 
communication and performance skills. Speech & Drama lessons aim to improve diction, improve voice 
projection, and develop natural expression of the spoken word. 
The course will include skills such as vocal exercises, storytelling, improvisation, presentation skills and 
drama. Fun relaxed examinations will be undertaken as part of this program in November of each year. 
The extra cost of this examination will be $30-50 depending on your child’s level and by enrolling in this 
program you agree for your child to take part in an examination. 
  
Timetabling and lesson times 
Year 1 to 6 classes are 30minutes in duration and are conducted during school hours on Fridays. To avoid 
missing the same class, lesson times will vary from week to week rotating on Fridays. 
Each student is required to bring a plastic display folder to every lesson. 
  
Fees for 8 Lessons per Term 1                 
  
Group of four or more          $195.00         
  
Make up lessons. 
It is the responsibility of the student to attend lessons, however if a student is unable to attend a 
timetabled lesson, a make- up lesson will be arranged where possible, subject to the teacher being 
notified in advance. (One week’s notice is required. Absences without notice will not be made up which is in line 
with current industrial law whereby the teacher is entitled to a full days’ salary once he/she is contracted to teach.) 
  
  
Speech & Drama Lessons 2024- Term 1 Holy Rosary PS 
  
To enroll in the Speech & Drama program please follow the link below to ensure a place for Term 1 

 

 

 

  

  

Term 1 Speech & Drama  

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/CNPVW

